
"But as a matter of fact, my dear More, to tell you what I really think, as long as you 

have private property, and as long as cash money is the measure of all things, it is 

really not possible for a nation to be governed justly or happily. For justice cannot 

exist where all the best things in life are held by the worst citizens; nor can anyone 

be happy where property is limited to a few, since those few are always uneasy and 

the many are utterly wretched. ... However abundant goods may be, when every 

man tries to get as much as he can for his own exclusive use, a handful of men end 

up sharing the whole thing, and the rest are left in poverty. The result generally is 

two sorts of people whose fortunes ought to be interchanged: the rich are 

rapacious, wicked, and useless, while the poor are unassuming, modest men who 

work hard, more for the benefit of the public than of themselves. Thus I am wholly 

convinced that unless private property is entirely done away with, there can be no 

fair or just distribution of goods, nor can mankind be happily governed." 

Source: Thomas More, Utopia, 1516 


