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Everyone knows how, before the beginning of this war, our people were
hemmed in by the Swedes, who not only stole the essential parts of our
fatherland … but cut us off from communication with the whole world. …
[With the help of God, we] were thus found worthy of looking on this enemy
now trembling before us … All this has been accomplished with the help of
God through my modest labors and through those of other equally zealous
and faithful sons of Russia.
However, when, considering this great blessing given by God to our fatherland,
I think of my successor, a grief perhaps as strong as my joy gnaws me, when I
see you, my heir, unfit for the management of state affairs … [You] have no
wish to hear anything about military affairs, which opened to us the way from
darkness to light, so that we who were unknown before are now honored. I do
not teach you to be inclined to wage war without a just cause, but to love this
art and to endow and learn it by all means, for it is one of the two activities
necessary for government: order and defense. ...
You say to yourself, perhaps, that many rulers do not themselves go to war,
and yet campaigns are still carried on. This is true when, although not going
themselves, they have a desire for it, as had the late French king [Louis XIV],
who went to war himself but little, and who yet had a great taste for it and
showed such magnificent deeds in war that his wars were called the theater
and school for the whole world. But he had a taste not only for war, but also
for other affairs and for manufactures, through all of which he procured glory
for his state more than anybody else.

