
Now the wickedness of women is spoken of in Ecclesiasticus xxv: There is no head 

above the head of a serpent: and there is no wrath above the wrath of a woman. I 

had rather dwell with a lion and a dragon than to keep house with a wicked woman. 

. . . And the first [reason why there are more superstitious women found than men] 

is, that they are more credulous; and since the chief aim of the devil is to corrupt 

faith, therefore he rather attacks them ... The second reason is, that women are 

naturally more impressionable, and more ready to receive the influence of a 

disembodied spirit; and that when they use this quality well they are very good, but 

when they use it ill they are very evil. ... The third reason is that they have slippery 

tongues, and are unable to conceal from the fellow-women those things which by 

evil arts they know; and, since they are weak, they find an easy and secret manner 

of vindicating themselves by witchcraft. . . . But the natural reason is that she is 

more carnal than a man, as is clear from her many carnal abominations. And it 

should be noted that there was a defect in the formation of the first woman, since 

she was formed from a bent rib, that is, a rib of the breast, which is bent as it were 

in a contrary direction to a man. And since through this defect she is an imperfect 

animal, she always deceives. . . .  
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