
Fortune Seekers 
 
Directions: Create a new Google Slides presentation and share it with each of your 
teammates and me – dphillips1@wcpss.net.  Define each key term explaining its significance 
to the development of the European economy in the 15th-17th centuries. Include all of the 
most relevant information but be concise and clear. Also include one map, portrait, or other 
visual for each item. 
 
Group 1: 
Marco Polo 
Luca Bartolomeo de Pacioli 
Court Jews 
Jakob Fugger 
Bartholomeus Welser 
 
Group 2: 
Prester John 
Prince Henry the Navigator 
Bartolomeu Dias 
Vasco da Gama 
Pedro Álvares Cabral 
 
Group 3: 
Afonso de Albuquerque 
Christopher Columbus 
Columbian Exchange 
Triangular Trade 
Treaty of Tordesillas 
 
Group 4:  
Hernán Cortés 
Ferdinand Magellan 
Juan Sebastián Elcano 
Francisco Pizarro 
Bartolomé de las Casas 
 
Group 5:  
Amerigo Vespucci 
Martin Waldseemüller 
Juan Ponce de León 
Vasco Núñez de Balboa 
Hernando de Soto 

Group 6: 
Francisco Vázquez de Coronado  
Francisco de Orellana 
Giovanni da Verrazzano 
Sugar plantations 
Cerro Potosi 
 
Group 7: 
Jacques Cartier 
Samuel de Champlain 
Paul de Chomedey, sieur de Maisonneuve 
Louis Jolliet 
Jacques Marquette 
 
Group 8:  
Robert de La Salle 
Jean-Baptiste Le Moyne de Bienville 
New France 
John Cabot 
John Hawkins 
 
Group 9:  
Francis Drake 
Walter Raleigh 
John Smith 
London Royal Exchange 
Willem Barentsz 
 
Group 10:  
Henry Hudson 
Pieter Pietersen Heyn 
Abel Janszoon Tasman 
Dutch East India Company 
Bank of Amsterdam 
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