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Ever since my girlhood … I have belonged to organisations to secure for 

women that political power which I have felt was essential to bringing about 

those reforms which women need. I have tried constitutional methods. I have 

been womanly. … We have tried to be womanly, we have tried to use feminine 

influence, and we have seen that it is of no use. Men who have been impatient 

have invariably got reforms for their impatience. And they have not our excuse 

for being impatient. … 

 

You know that women have tried to do something to come to the aid of their 

own sex. Women are brought up for certain crimes, crimes which men do not 

understand – I am thinking especially of infanticide – they are brought before 

a man judge, before a jury of men, who are called upon to decide whether 

some poor, hunted woman is guilty of murder or not. … I want you to realise 

how we women feel, because we are women, because we are not men, we need 

some legitimate influence to bear upon our law-makers. 

 

Now we have tried every way. We have presented larger petitions than were 

ever presented for any other reform; we have succeeded in holding greater 

public meetings than men have ever had for any reform, in spite of the 

difficulty which women have in throwing off their natural diffidence, that 

desire to escape publicity wheihch we have inherited from generations of our 

foremothers; we have broken through that. We have faced hostile mobs at 

street corners, because we were told that we could not have that 

representation for our taxes which men have wom unless we converted the 

whole of the country to our side. Because we have done this, we have been 

misrepresented, we have been ridiculed, we have had contempt poured upon 

us. The ignorant mob at the street corner has been incited to offer us violence, 

which we have faced unarmed and unprotected by the safeguards the Cabinet 

Ministers have. We know that we need the protection of the vote even more 

than men have needed it. … 

 

Although the Government admitted that we are political offenders, and, 

therefore, ought to be treated as political offenders are invariably treated, we 

shall be treated as pickpockets and drunkards; we shall be searched. I want 

you, if you can, as a man, to realise what it means to women like us. We are 

driven to do this, we are determined to go on with agitation, because we feel in 

honour bound. Just as it was the duty of your forefathers, it is our duty to 

make this world a better place for women than it is to-day. … 



 

This is the only way we can get that power which every citizen should have of 

deciding how the taxes she contributes to should be spent, and how the laws 

she has to obey should be made, and until we get that power we shall be here 

– we are here to-day, and we shall come here over and over again. You must 

realise how futile it is to settle this questions by binding us over to keep the 

peace. You have tried it; it has failed. Others have tried to do it, and have 

failed. If you had power to send us to prison, not for six months, but for six 

years, for 16 years, or for the whole of our lives, the Government must not 

think that they can stop this agitation. It will go on. … 

 

Well, sir, that is all I have to say to you. We are here not because we are law-

breakers; we are here in our efforts to become law-makers. 
 


