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[Louis XIV] early showed a disinclination for Paris. The troubles that had 
taken place there during the minority made him regard the place as 
dangerous; he wished, too, to render himself venerable by hiding himself from 
the eyes of the multitude … 
 
The frequent fetes [parties], the private promenades [strolls] at Versailles, the 
journeys, were means on which the King seized in order to distinguish or 
mortify the courtiers, and thus render them more assisdious in pleasing him 
... 
 
He was exceedingly jealous of the attention paid him. Not only did he notice 
the presence of the most distinguished courtiers, but those of inferior degree 
also. He look to the right and to the left, not only upon rising but upon going 
to bed, at his meals, and passing through his apartments, or his gardens of 
Versailles, where alone the courtiers were allowed to follow; he saw and 
noticed everybody; not one escaped him, not even those who hoped to remain 
unnoticed. He marked well all absentees from the court … When their names 
were in any way mentioned, “I do not know them,” the King would reply 
haughtily. Those who presented themselves but seldom were thus 
characterised: “They are people I never see;” these decrees were irrevocable. 
He could not bear people who liked Paris. 
 
… He had an excellent memory; in this way, that if he saw a man who, twenty 
years before, perhaps, had in some manner offended him, he did not forget the 
man, though he might forget the offence.  This was enough, however, to 
exclude the person from all favour. 
 


