
Then Motecuhzoma dispatched various chiefs. Tzihuacpopocatzin was at their head, 

and he took with him a great many of his representatives. They went out to meet the 

Spaniards in the vicinity of Popocatepetl and Iztactepetl, there in the Eagle Pass. 

They gave the "gods" ensigns of gold, and ensigns of quetzal feathers, and golden 

necklaces. And when they were given these presents, the Spaniards burst into 

smiles; their eyes shone with pleasure; they were delighted by them. They picked 

up the gold and fingered it like monkeys; they seemed to be transported by joy, as 

if their hearts were illuminated and made new. They truth is that they longed and 

lusted for gold. Their bodies swelled with greed, and their hunger was ravenous; 

they hungered like pigs for that gold. 

Source: "Aztec Account of the Spanish Conquest", c. 1520, Excerpt from Broken 

Spears by Miguel Leon-Portilla, 1992 


