
Americans 22.1: The Nation’s Sick Economy   Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______ 

1. Which groups were going into debt as the 1920s drew to a close? 

2. Which industries were struggling in the 1920s? (hint: seven)  

3. What is one important economic indicator and what happens when it declines? 

4. What happened to crop prices after World War I? What happened to farm income from 1919 to 1921? 

5. What did the McNary-Haughton bill do? What happened to the bill? 

6. Why were Americans buying less? 

7. What was considered the minimum amount of annual income needed for a decent standard of living? What 

percentage of Americans fell below this line? 

8. Who was Republican Herbert Hoover’s Democratic challenger in the election of 1928? 

9. What was the most visible symbol of a prosperous American economy? What was used to measure it? 

10. What is a bull market? 

11. What is speculation? … buying on margin? 

12. What is October 29, 1929 known as? What happened that day? 



13. What years did the Great Depression span? 

14. How many banks failed by 1933? How many businesses went bankrupt? What percentage of workers were 

unemployed? 

15. What impact did the Hawley-Smoot Tariff have? 

16. What were the main causes of the Great Depression? 
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d.  

Americans 22.2: Hardship and Suffering …   Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______ 

17. What environmental challenge did people in the Great Plains states face during the 1930s? 

18. What is a shantytown? 

19. Where could the poor go for meals? 

20. What group faced federal deportation during the 1930s? 



21. What advantage did rural areas have over urban areas? 

22. What were migrants fleeing the Dust Bowl called? Where did they go? 

23. What game was invented in 1933? 

24. What were transient homeless unemployed men called? 

25. What is direct relief? 

26. Where did working women face resentment? 

27. How did the Depression affect children? 

28. Who were Hoover tourists? What happened to over 50,000 of them? 

29. What happened to suicide rates during the Depression? 

30. What compromises and sacrifices did Americans have to accept? 

  



Americans 22.3: Hoover Struggles with the Depression Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______ 

31.  What was Hoover’s 1928 campaign pledge? 

32. What was Hoover’s initial view on the Depression? 

33. What is rugged individualism? How did this affect Hoover’s view of federal welfare? What solution did he suggest? 

34. What public works project made a difference? What cities does this project power? 

35. How did farmers protest the Depression? 

36. What were Hoovervilles? … Hoover blankets? … Hoover flags? 

37. What organizations did Hoover authorize to combat the Depression? 

38. What law did Hoover sign in 1932 and what did it do? 

39. What was Hoover’s most ambitious economic measure? What actions did it authorize? 

40. What was the Bonus Army and what did they want? 

41. Who was sent to deal with the Bonus Army on July 28, 1932, and what actions did they take? 


