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To give the monopoly of the home market to the produce of domestic industry, 
in any particular art or manufacture, is in some measure to direct private 
people in what manner they ought to employ their capitals, and must, in 
almost all cases, be either a useless or hurtful regulation. If the produce of 
domestic can be brought there as cheap as that a foreign industry, the 
regulation is evidently useless. If it cannot, it must generally be hurtful. It is 
the maxim of every prudent master of a family, never to attempt to make at 
home what it will cost him more to make than to buy. … If a foreign country 
can supply us with a commodity cheaper than we ourselves can make it, 
better buy it of them with some part of the produce of our own industry, 
employed in a way in which we have some advantage. 
 


