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Overview
In the wake of Mikhail Gorbachev's reforms in the USSR and the
liberation of Eastern Europe from Soviet dominance, the nations of
Europe, east and west, formed the Conference on Security and
Cooperation in Europe (CSCE). With the fall of the Berlin Wall
and the reunification of Germany, the CSCE met in Paris in 1990
to proclaim in the Paris Charter the end of the cold war .
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Historical Background
At the end of World War II, the Allied powers agreed
to divide Germany and its capital, Berlin, into four sectors each in order to weaken forever the nation that
had started two world wars. In both nation and city,
one sector each would be controlled by the United
States, Great Britain, France, and the Soviet Union. For
those living in West Berlin, located deep within Sovietoccupied East Germany, life was psychologically trying, for they were separated from the developments in
the liberal democratic sectors of Germany, to which
they were linked politically, while being surrounded by
the more oppressive Russian sector, where the hand of
occupation was demonstrably heavier. The Soviets
took every opportunity to heighten the anxious fatalism that many observers at the time noted as a characteristic of West Berliners.
The divided city presented problems for the communists, as well, since residents of East Berlin were
slipping across to West Berlin at every opportunity. The
draconian economic system imposed by the Soviets,
the elaborate secret police measures they employed to
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keep tabs on East Germans, and the sheer lack of
opportunity for East Germans to make a decent life
compared to their fellow Germans in the West caused
many East Germans to opt for what the liberal democratic Allies never hesitated to proclaim as freedom.
The Soviets and East Germany's Communist Party
were embarrassed by the hemorrhaging, and party
leader Walter Ulbricht did all he could to put an end to
the situation. First he gave border patrols the order to
shoot to kill defecting East Berliners. When the flow of
refugees failed to stop, he directed the construction of
a concrete and barbed wire wall through the city in
1961.
Of course, the Berlin Wall served a much larger
purpose than containing the citizens of East Berlin. For
Ulbricht and his Soviet masters, it was an act of defiance directed against the West. For most of the rest of
the world, it was a symbol of oppression, of the
antithesis of freedom.
By 1989, with Soviet premier Mikhail Gorbachev
making overtures of reconciliation with the West, the
Berlin Wall had outlived its usefulness. Of late it had
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been poorly maintained and generally allowed to
crumble. Now, in the fall of 1989, East Germans
eagerly dismantled it, brick by brick, before turning to
chase the Communists out of their government. Even
before they did the latter, however, they began to
"unify" their country again with their feet: 133,000
people picked up, walked across the rubble, and took
up residence in the West during the month after the
fall of the Berlin Wall.
Such an influx put tremendous strain on West German resources, but it also forced Chancellor Helmut
Kohl to face up to the reality and begin planning for
reunification in order to stem the tide. On November
28, 1989, he announced a 10-point plan under which
the East and the West would expand cooperation until
full political unity was achieved. He made it clear to
the Soviets and Western Europeans alike, who after all
might have some concerns about the reunification of a
country that in this century had led the globe into two
world wars, that the process must occur under the
Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe
(CSCE), the European Community, and the East-West
disarmament regimes initiated by the 1988 INF TREATY.
The CSCE was a summit held during the detente
years of 1973 and 1975 in Helsinki, Finland, and
attended by WARSAW PACT countries as well as the
nations of the NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION and
13 "neutral" and nonaligned European states (see
VIENl'¥A DECLARATION ON HUMAN RIGHTS). In the wake of
Gorbachev's reforms and the liberation of the rest of
Eastern Europe from Communist domination, the
CSCE was gearing up for another summit. The Warsaw
Pact and NATO nations held a meeting in Ottawa,
Canada, on German reunification in 1990, and as bilateral talks between the Federal (West) German Republic and the (East) German Democratic Republic
proceeded at an emergency pace, the CSCE set the site
for its second meeting in Paris. Within a year, on October 2, 1990, the two Germanies had been politically
rejoined, faster than anyone had imagined. A month
later, on November 19, 1990, the CSCE opened its
Paris summit and proclaimed the cold war at an end.

Terms
At the conference, the member states agreed in the
Conventional Forces in Europe Treaty to various arms
limitations, equal in number, for both NATO and the
Soviets. In the Paris Charter, moreover, the Soviets,
the Americans, and Europeans both east and west
announced to the wor1d that Europe was henceforth
united, that all blocs-military
and economic-had
ceased to exist, and that all those signing the agreement stood for democracy, freedom, and human
rights.

Charter of Paris for a New Europe:
A New Era of Democracy,
Peace, and Unity
We, the Heads of State or Government of the States participating in the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe,
have assembled in Paris at a time of profound change and historic expectations.
The era of confrontation
and division of
Europe has ended. We declare that henceforth our relations will
be founded on respect and co-operation.
Europe is liberating itself from the legacy of the past. The
courage of men and women, the strength of the will of the peoples and the power of the ideas of the Helsinki Final Act have
opened a new era of democracy, peace and unity in Europe.
Ours is a time for fulfilling the hopes and expectations our
peoples have cherished for decades: steadfast commitment to
democracy based on human rights and fundamental freedoms;
prosperity through economic liberty and social justice; and
equal security for all our countries.
The Ten Principles of the Final Act will guide us towards
this ambitious future, just as they have lighted our way towards
better relations for the past fifteen years. Full implementation
of all CSCE commitments must form the basis for the initiatives
we are now taking to enable our nations to live in accordance
with their aspirations.
HUMAN RIGHTS, DEMOCRACY AND RULE OF LAW
We undertake to build, consolidate and strengthen democracy
as the only system of government
of our nations. In this
endeavor, we will abide by the following:
Human rights and fundamental freedoms are the birthright
of all human beings, are inalienable and are guaranteed by law.
Their protection and promotion is the first responsibility of government. Respect for them is an essential safeguard against an
over-mighty State. Their observance and full exercise are the
foundation of freedom, justice and peace.
Democratic government is based on the will of the people,
expressed regularly through free and fair elections. Democracy
has as its foundation respect for the human person and the rule
of law. Democracy is the best safeguard of freedom of expression, tolerance of all groups of society, and equality of opportunity for each person.
Democracy, with its representative and pluralist character,
entails accountability to the electorate, the obligation of public
authorities to comply with the law and justice administered
impartially. No one will be above the law.
We affirm that, without discrimination,
every individual
has the right to:
freedom of thought, conscience and religion or belief,
freedom of expression,
freedom of association and peaceful assembly,
freedom of movement;
No one will be:
subject to arbitrary arrest or detention,
subject to torture or other cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment;
everyone also has the right:
to know and act upon his rights,
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to participate in free and fair elections,
to fair and public trial if charged with an offense,
to own property alone or in association and to exercise
individual enterprise,
to enjoy his economic, social and cultural rights.
We affirm that the ethnic, cultural, linguistic and religious
identity of national minorities will be protected and that persons
belonging to national minorities have the right freely to express,
preserve, and develop that identity without any discrimination
and in full equality before the law.
We will ensure that everyone will enJoy recourse to effective remedies, national or international, against any violation of
his rights. Full respect for these precepts is the bedrock on
which we will seek to construct the new Europe. Our States will
cooperate and support each other with the aim of making democratic gains irreversible.
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ECONOMIC LIBERTY AND RESPONSIBILITY
Economic liberty, social justice and environmental responsibility are indispensable for prosperity.
The free will of the individual, exercised in democracy
and protected by the rule of law, forms the necessary basis
for successful economic and social development. We will promote economic activity which respects and upholds human dignity.
Freedom and political pluralism are necessary elements in
our common objective of developing market economies towards
sustainable economic growth, prosperity, social justice, expanding employment and efficient use of economic resources. The
success of the transition to market economy by countries making effons to this effect is important and in the interest of us all.
It will enable us to share a higher level of prosperity which is
our common objective.
We will cooperate to this end.
Preservation .of the environment is a shared responsibility
of all our nations. While supporting
national and regional
efforts in this field, we must also look to the pressing need for
joint action on a wider scale.
FRIENDLY RELATIONS AMONG PARTICIPATING STATES
Now that a new era is dawning in Europe, we are determined to
expand and strengthen
friendly relations and cooperation
among the States of Europe, the United States of America and
Canada, and to promote friendship among our peoples.
To uphold and promote democracy, peace and unity in
Europe, we solemnly pledge our full commitment to the Ten
Principles of the Helsinki Final Act. 'We affirm the continuing
validity of the Ten Principles and our determination to put them
into practice. All the Principles apply equally and unreservedly,
each of them being interpreted taking into account the others.
They form the basis for our relations.
In accordance with our obligations under the Charter of
the United Nations and commitments under the Helsinki Final
Act, we renew our pledge to refrain from the threat or use of
force against the territorial integrity or political independence of
any State, or from acting in any other manner inconsistent with
the principles or purposes of those documents.
We recall that non-compliance
with obligations under the
Charter of the United
ations constitutes a violation of international law

We reaffirm or commitment to settle disputes by peaceful
means. We decide to develop mechanisms for the prevention
and resolution of conflicts among the participating States.
With the ending of the division of Europe, we will strive for
a new quality in our security relations while fully respecting
each other's freedom of choice in that respect. Security is indivisible and the security of every participating State is inseparably linked to that of all the others. We therefore pledge to
cooperate in strengthening
confidence and security among us
and in promoting arms control and disarmament.
We welcome the joint Declaration of Twenty-Two States on
the improvement of their relations.
Our relations will rest on our common adherence to democratic values and to human rights and fundamental freedoms.
We are convinced that in order to strengthen peace and security
among our States, the advancement of democracy, and respect
for and effective exercise of human rights, are indispensable. We
reaffirm the equal rights of peoples and their right to self-determination in conformity with the Charter of the United Nations
and with the relevant norms of international
law, including
those relating to territorial integrity of States.
We are determined to enhance political consultation and to
widen cooperation to solve economic, social, environmental,
cultural and humanitarian problems. This common resolve and
our growing interdependence
will help to overcome the mistrust
of decades, to increase stability and to build a united Europe.
We want Europe to be a source of peace, open to dialogue
and to cooperation with other countries, welcoming exchanges
and involved in the search for common responses to the challenges of the future.
SECURITY
Friendly relations among us will benefit from the consolidation
of democracy and improved security.
We welcome the signature of the Treaty on Conventional
Armed Forces in Europe by twenty-two participating States,
which will lead to lower levels of armed forces. We endorse the
adoption of a substantial new set of Confidence-and Securitybuilding Measures which will lead to increased transparency
and confidence among all participating States. These are important steps towards enhanced stability and security in Europe.
The unprecedented
reduction in armed forces resulting
from the Treaty on Conventional
Armed Forces in Europe,
together with new approaches
to security and cooperation
within the CSCE process, will lead to a new perception of security in Europe and a new dimension in our relations. In this context we fully recognize the freedom of States to choose their own
security arrangements.
UNITY
Europe whole and free is calling for a new beginning. We invite
our peoples to join in this great endeavor.
We note with great satisfaction the Treaty on the Final Settlement with respect to Germany signed in Moscow on 12 September 1990 and sincerely welcome the fact that the German
people have united to become one State in accordance with the
principles of the Final Act of the Conference on Security and
Cooperation in Europe and in full accord with their neighbors.
The establishment of the national unity of Germany is an important contribution
to a just and lasting order of peace for a
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united, democratic Europe aware of its responsibility for stability, peace and cooperation.
The participation of both North American and European
States is a fundamental characteristic of the CSCE; it underlies its
past achievements and is essential to the future of the CSCE
process. An abiding adherence to shared values and our common
heritage are the ties which bind us together. With all the rich
diversity of our nations, we are united in our commitment to
expand our cooperation in all fields. The challenges confronting
us can only be met by common action, cooperation and solidarity.
THE CSCE AND THE WORLD
The destiny of our nations is linked to that of all other nations.
We support fully the United Nations and the enhancement of its
role in promoting international peace, security and justice.
We reaffirm our commitment to the principles and purposes of the United Nations as enshrined in the Charter and
condemn all violations of these principles. We recognize with
satisfaction the growing role of the United Nations in world
affairs and its increasing effectiveness, fostered by the improvement in relations among our States.
Aware of the dire needs of a great part of the world, we
commit ourselves to solidarity with all other countries. Therefore, we issue a call from Paris today to all the nations of the
world. We stand ready to join with any and all States in common
efforts to protect and advance the community of fundamental
human values.
GUIDELINES FOR THE FUTURE
Proceeding from our firm commitment to the full implementation of all CSCE.principles and provisions, we now resolve to
give a new impetus to a balanced and comprehensive development of our cooperation in order to address the needs and aspirations of our peoples.
.
HUMAN DIMENSION
We declare our respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms to be irrevocable. We will fully implement and build upon
the provisions relating to the human dimension of the CSCE.
Proceeding from the Document of the Copenhagen Meeting of the Conference on the Human Dimension, we will cooperate to strengthen democratic institutions and to promote the
application of the rule of law. To that end, we decide to convene
a seminar of experts in Oslo from 4 to 15 November 1991.
Determined to foster the rich contribution
of national
minorities to the life of our societies, we undertake further to
improve their situation. We reaffirm our deep conviction that
friendly relations among our peoples, as well as peace, justice,
stability and democracy, require that the ethnic, cultural, linguistic and religious identity of national minorities be protected
and conditions for the promotion of that identity be created. We
declare that questions related to national minorities can only be
satisfactorily resolved in a democratic political framework. We
further acknowledge that the rights of persons belonging to
national minorities must be fully respected as part of universal
human rights. Being aware of the urgent need for increased
cooperation on, as well as better protection of, national minorities, we decide to convene a meeting of experts on national
minorities to be held in Geneva from 1 to 19 July 1991.
We express our determination to combat all forms of racial
and ethnic hatred, anti-semitism,
xenophobia and discrimina-
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non against anyone as well as persecution .on religious and ideological grounds.
In accordance with our CSCE commitments, we stress that
free movement and contacts among our citizens as well as the
free flow of information and ideas are crucial for the maintenance and development of free societies and flourishing cultures. We welcome increased tourism and visits among our
countries.
The human dimension mechanism has proved its usefulness, and we are consequently
determined
to expand it to
include new procedures involving, inter alia, the services of
experts or a roster of eminent persons experienced in human
rights issues which could be raised under the mechanism. We
shall provide, in the context of the mechanism, for individuals
to be involved in the protection of their rights. Therefore, we
undertake to develop further our commitments in this respect,
in particular at the Moscow Meeting of the Conference on the
Human Dimension, without prejudice to obligations under
existing international instruments to which our States may be
parties.
We recognize the important contribution of the Council· of
Europe to the promotion of human rights and the principles of
democracy and the rule of law as well as to the development of
cultural co-operation. We welcome moves by several participating States to join the Council of Europe and adhere to its European Convention on Human Rights. We welcome as well the
readiness of the Council of Europe to make its experience available to the CSCE.
SECURITY
The changing political and military environment
in Europe
opens new possibilities for common efforts in the field of military security. We will build on the important achievements
attained in the Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in Europe
and in the Negotiations on Confidence- and Security-Building
Measures. We undertake to continue the CSBM negotiations
under the same mandate, and to seek to conclude them no later
than the Follow-up Meeting of the CSCE to be held in Helsinki
in 1992. We also welcome the decision of the participating
States concerned to continue the CFE negotiation under the
same mandate and to seek to conclude it no later than the
Helsinki Follow-up Meeting. Following a period for national
preparations, we look forward to a more structured co-operation
among all participating States on security matters, and to discussions and consultations among the thirty-four participating
States aimed at establishing by 1992, from the conclusion of the
Helsinki Follow-up Meeting, new negotiations on disarmament
and confidence and security building open to all participating
States.
We call for the earliest possible conclusion of the Convention on an effectively verifiable, global and comprehensive ban
on chemical weapons, and we intend to be original signatories
to it.
We reaffirm the importance of the Open Skies initiative and
call for the successful conclusion of the negotiations as soon as
possible.
Although the threat of conflict in Europe has diminished,
other dangers threaten the stability of our societies. We are
determined to cooperate in defending democratic institutions
against activities which violate the independence,
sovereign
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equality or territorial integrity of the participating States. These
include illegal activities involving outside pressure, coercion
and subversion.
We unreservedlycondemn,
as criminal, all acts, methods
and practices of terrorism and express our determination
to
work for its eradication both bilaterally and through multilateral
cooperation. We will also join together in combating illicit trafficking in drugs. Being aware that an essential complement to
the duty of States to refrain from the threat or use of force is the
peaceful settlement of disputes, both being essential factors for
the maintenance and consolidation of international peace and
security, we will not only seek effective ways of preventing,
through political means, conflicts which may yet emerge, but
also define, in conformity with international
law, appropriate
mechanisms for the peaceful resolution of any disputes which
may arise. Accordingly, we undertake to seek new forms of
cooperation in this area, in particular a range of methods for the
peaceful settlement of disputes, including mandatory thirdparty involvement. We stress that full use should be made in this
context of the opportunity of the meeting on the peaceful settlement of disputes which will be convened in Valletta at the
beginning of 1991. The Council of Ministers for Foreign Affairs
will take into account the Report of the Valletta Meeting.
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ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION
We stress that economic cooperation based on market economy
constitutes an essential element of our relations and will be
instrumental
in the construction
of a prosperous and united
Europe. Democratic institutions
and economic liberty foster
economic and social progress, as recognized in the Document of
the Bonn Conference on Economic Cooperation, the results of
which we strongly support.
We underline that cooperation in the economic field, science and technology is now an important pillar of the CSCE.
The participating States should periodically review progress and
give new impulses in these fields.
We are convinced that our overall economic cooperation
should be expanded, free enterprise encouraged
and trade
increased and diversified according to GATT rules.
We will promote social justice and progress and further the
welfare of our peoples. We recognize in this context the importance of effective policies to address the problem of unemployment.
We reaffirm the need to continue to support democratic
countries in transition towards the establishment
of market
economy and the creation of the basis for self-sustained economic and social growth, as already undertaken by the Group of
twenty-four countries. We further underline the necessity of
their increased integration, involving the acceptance of disciplines as well as benefits, into the international economic and
financial system.
We consider that increased emphasis on economic cooperation within the CSCE process should take into account the
interests of developing participating States.
We recall the link between respect for and promotion of
human rights and fundamental freedoms and scientific progress.
Cooperation in the field of science and technology will play an
essential role in economic and social development. Therefore, it
must evolve towards a greater sharing of appropriate scientific
and technological information and knowledge with a view to

overcoming the technological gap which exists among the participating States. We further encourage the participating States
to work together in order to develop human potential and the
spirit of free enterprise.
We are determined to give the necessary impetus to cooperation among our States in the fields of energy, transport and
tourism for economic and social development. We welcome. in
particular, practical steps to create optimal conditions for the
economic and rational development of energy resources, with
due regard for environmental considerations.
We recognize the important role of the European Community in the political and economic development of Europe.
International
economic organizations
such as the Economic
Commission for Europe of the United Nations (ECElUN), the
Bretton Woods Institutions,
the Organization
for Economic
Cooperation and Development
(OECD), the European Free
Trade Association (EFTA) and the International
Chamber of
Commerce (lCC) also have a significant task in promoting economic cooperation,
which will be further enhanced by the
establishment of the European Bank for Reconstruction
and
Development (EBRD). In order to pursue our objectives, we
stress the necessity for effective coordination of the activities of
these organizations and emphasize the need to find methods for
all our States to take part in these activities.
ENVIRONMENT
We recognize the urgent need to tackle the problems of the environment and the importance
of individual and co-operative
efforts in this area. We pledge to intensify our endeavors to protect and improve our environment in order to restore and maintain a sound ecological balance in air, water and soil. Therefore,
we are determined to make full use of the CSCE as a framework
for the formulation of common environmental
commitments
and objectives, and thus to pursue the work reflected in the
Report of the Sofia Meeting on the Protection of the Environment.
We emphasize the significant role of a well-informed society in enabling the public and individuals to take initiatives to
improve the environment. To this end, we commit ourselves to
promote public awareness and education on the environment as
well as the public reporting of the environmental impact of policies, projects and programs.
We attach priority to the introduction
of clean and lowwaste technology, being aware of the need to support countries
which do not yet have their own means for appropriate measures.
We underline that environmental
policies should be supported by appropriate legislative measures and administrative
structures to ensure their effective implementation.
We stress the need for new measures providing for the systematic evaluation of compliance with the existing commitments and, moreover, for the development of more ambitious
commitments with regard to notification and exchange of information about the state of the environment and potential environmental hazards. We also welcome the creation of the
European Environment Agency (EEA).
We welcome the operational activities, problem-oriented
studies and policy reviews in various existing international
organizarions engaged in the protection of the environment,
such as the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), the
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Economic Commission
for Europe of the United Nations
(ECElUN) and the Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD). We emphasize the need for strengthening their cooperation and for .their efficient coordination.
CULTURE
We recognize the essential contribution of our common European culture and our shared values in overcoming the division
of the continent. Therefore, we underline our attachment to creative freedom and to the protection and promotion of our cultural and spiritual heritage, in all its richness and diversity.
In view of the recent changes in Europe, we stress the
increased importance of the Cracow Symposium and we look
forward to its consideration of guidelines for intensified cooperation in the field of culture. We invite the Council of Europe to
contribute to this Symposium.
In order to promote greater familiarity amongst our peoples, we favor the establishment of cultural centers in cities of
other participating States as well as increased cooperation in the
audio-visual field and wider exchange in music, theater, literature and the arts.
We resolve to make special efforts in our national policies to
promote better understanding, in particular among young people,
through cultural exchanges, cooperation in all fields of education
and, more specifically, through teaching and training in the languages of other participating States. We intend to consider first
results of this action at the Helsinki Follow-up Meeting in 1992.
MIGRANT WORKERS
We recognize that the issues of migrant workers and their families legally residing in host countries have economic, cultural
and social aspects as well as their human dimension. We reaffirm that the protection and and promotion of their rights, as
well as the implementation of relevant international obligations,
is our common concern.
MEDITERRANEAN
We consider that the fundamental political changes that have
occurred in Europe have a positive relevance to the Mediterranean region. Thus, we will continue efforts to strengthen
security and cooperation in the Mediterranean as an important
factor for stability in Europe. We welcome the Report of the
Palma de Mallorca Meeting on the Mediterranean, the results of
which we all support.
We are concerned with the continuing
tensions in the
region, and renew our determination to intensify efforts towards
finding just, viable and lasting solutions, through peaceful
means, to outstanding crucial problems, based on respect for the
principles of the Final Act.
We wish to promote favorable conditions for a harmonious
development and diversification of relations with the non-parucipating Mediterranean
States. Enhanced cooperation
with
these States will be pursued with the aim of promoting economic and social development and thereby enhancing stability
in the region. To this end, we will strive together with these
countries towards a substantial narrowing of the prosperity gap
between Europe and its Mediterranean neighbors.
NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS
We recall the major role that non-governmental
organizations,
religious and other groups and individuals have played in the
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achievement of the objectives of the CSCE and will further facilitate their activities for the implementation
of the CSCE commitments by the participating
States. These organizations,
groups and individuals must be involved in an appropriate way
in the activities and new structures of the CSCE in order to fulfill their important tasks.
NEW STRUCTURES AND INSTITUTIONS
OF THE CSCE PROCESS
Our common efforts to consolidate respect for human rights,
democracy and the rule of law, to strengthen peace and to promote unity in Europe require a new quality of political dialogue
and cooperation and thus development of the structures of the
CSCE.
The intensification
of our consultations at all levels is of
prime importance in shaping our future relations. To this end,
we decide on the following:
We, the Heads of State or Government, shall meet next
time in Helsinki on the occasion of the CSCE Follow-up Meeting 1992. Thereafter, we will meet on the occasion of subsequent follow-up meetings.
Our Ministers for Foreign Affairs will meet, as a Council,
regularly and at least once a year. These meetings will provide
the central forum for political consultations within the CSCE
process. The Council will consider issues relevant to the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe and take appropriate decisions.
The first meeting of the Council will take place in Berlin. A
Committee of Senior Officials will prepare the meetings of the
Council and carry out its decisions. The Committee will review
current issues and may take appropriate decisions, including in
the form of recommendations
to the Council.
Additional meetings of the representatives of the participating States may be agreed upon to discuss questions of urgent
concern.
The Council will examine the development of provisions
for convening meetings of the Committee of Senior Officials in
emergency situations. Meetings of other Ministers may also be
agreed by the participating States. In order to provide administrative support for these consultations we establish a Secretariat
in Prague.
Follow-up meetings of the participating States will be held,
as a rule, every two years to allow the participating States to take
stock of developments, review the implementation of their commitments and consider further steps in the CSCE process.
We decide to create a Conflict Prevention Center in Vienna
to assist the Council in reducing the risk of conflict.
We decide to establish an Office for Free Elections in Warsaw to facilitate contacts and the exchange of information on
elections within participating States.
Recognizing the important role parliamentarians
can play
in the CSCE process, we call for greater parliamentary involvement in the CSCE, in particular through the creation of a CSCE
parliamentary assembly, involving members of parliaments [rom
all participating States. To this end, we urge that contacts be
pursued at parliamentary level to discuss the field of activities,
working methods and rules of procedure of such a CSCE parliamentary structure, drawing on existing experience and work
already undertaken in this field.
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We ask our Ministers for Foreign Affairs to review this matter on the occasion of their first meeting as a Council.
Procedural and organizational modalities relating to certain
provisions contained in the Charter of Paris for a New Europe
are set out in the Supplementary Document which is adopted
together with the Charter of Paris.
We entrust to the Council the further steps which may be
required to ensure the implementation
of decisions contained in
the present document, as well as in the Supplementary
Document, and to consider further efforts for the strengthening
of
security and cooperation in Europe. The Council may adopt any
amendment
to the Supplementary
Document which it may
deem appropriate.
The original of the Charter of Paris for a New Europe,
drawn up in English, French, German, Italian, Russian and
Spanish, will be transmitted to the Government of the French
Republic, which will retain it in its archives. Each of the participating States will receive from the Government of the French
Republic a true copy of the Charter of Paris.
The text of the Charter of Paris will be published in each
participating State, which will disseminate it and make it known
as widely as possible.
The Government of the French Republic is requested to
transmit to the Secretary-General of the United Nations the text
of the Charter of Paris for a ew Europe, which is not eligible
for registration under Article 102 of the Charter of the United
Nations, with a view to its circulation to all the members of the
Organization as an official document of the United Nations.
The Government of the French Republic is also requested
to transmit the text of the Charter of Paris to all the other international organizations mentioned in the text.
Wherefore, we, the undersigned High Representatives of
the participating States, mindful of the high political significance we attach to the results of the Summit Meeting, and
declaring our determination to act in accordance with the provisions we have adopted, have subscribed our Signatures below:
Done at Paris,
on 21 November

1990

There followed a supplementary document to put
into effect provisions of the charter creating a Council,
a Committee of Senior Officials, the CSCE Secretariat,
a Conflict Prevention Center, and an Office for Free
Elections.

Consequences
No less than did the destruction of the Berlin Wall,
the Paris Charter marked the joyous phase of the cold
war's end. Gone were the reckless diplomatic networks of a national security system in which two
superpowers, armed with weapons capable of destroying the planet many times over, had divided the world
as surely as the wall had Berlin. Gone, too, for the
most part, were the two hostile worlds that had struggled for influence over an unaligned third world, even
as they poured tremendous resources into holding
one another at bay.
Yet the end of the cold war hardly brought unalloyed rejoicing. In its wake, the cold war left a somehow murkier world, with one superpower in a state of
virtual disintegration and the other, America, no
longer quite sure of its place in the new international
order being born. The cold war destroyed the Soviet
economy and put the United States deeply into debt,
leaving it with troubled inner cities, unserved by the
social programs that might have been, and now burdened with a massive and unwieldy international
security apparatus it did not know precisely how to
employ.

