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KEY TOPICS
® The earliest history of humanity, including the

beginnings of human culture in the Paleolithic
Age, the agricultural revolution and the shift
from food gathering to food production, and
the emergence of civilization in the great river
valleys of the Near East and Asia

® The ancient civilizations of Mesopotamia

and Egypt istory, in its two senses—as the events
® The great Near Eastern empires, of the past that make up the human

1500-539 8.C.E. experience on earth and as the written
® The emergence of Judaism record of those events—is a subject of both inter-

est and importance. We naturally want to know
how we came to be who we are and how the world
Near Eastern civilization and ancient Greek we live in came to be what it is. But beyond its
civilization intrinsic interest, history provides crucial insight
into present human behavior. To understand who

m The difference in outlook between ancient
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The Winged Victory of Samothrace. This is one of the great masterpieces of Hellenistic sculpture. It appears to be the
work of the Rhodian sculptor Pythokritos, about 200 8.C.e. The statue stood in the Sanctuary of the Great Gods on

the Aegean island of Samothrace on a base made in the shape of a ship’s prow. The goddess is seen as landing on the
ship to crown its victorious commander and crew.  The Nike of Samothrace, goddess of victory. Marble figure [190 5.c.£.] from Rhodos,

Greece. Height 328 cm, MA 2369, Louvre, Dpt. des Antiquités Grecques/Romaines, Paris, France. Photograph ® Erich Lessing/Art Resource, NY

we are now, we need to know the record of the past to producers and allowed them to grow in number
and to try to understand the people and forces that and to lead a settled life. About 5,000 years ago
shaped it. humans learned how to control the waters of great
For hundreds of thousands of years after the river valleys, making possible much richer harvests
human species emerged, people lived by hunting, and supporting a further increase in population.
fishing, and collecting wild plants. Only some The peoples of these river valley societies created
10,000 years ago did they learn to cultivate plants, the earliest civilizations. They invented writing,
herd animals, and make airtight pottery for storage. which, among other things, enabled them to
These discoveries transformed them from gatherers keep inventories of food and other resources.
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They discovered the secret of smelting metal to
make tools and weapons of bronze far superior to
the stone implements of earlier times. They came
together in towns and cities, where industry

and commerce flourished. Complex religions

took form, and social divisions increased. Kings—
considered to be representatives of the gods or
to be themselves divine—emerged as rulers,
assisted by priests and defended by well-organized
armies. ®

EARLY HUMANS AND THEIR
CULTURE

Scientists estimate that the earth may be as many
as six billion years old and that creatures very
much like humans may have appeared three to five
million years ago. Our own species, Homo sapiens,
probably emerged some 200,000 years ago, and the
carliest remains of fully modern humans date to
about 90,000 years ago.

Humans, unlike other animals, are cultural be-
ings. Culture may be defined as the ways of living
built up by a group and passed on from one genera-
tion to another. It includes behavior, material
things, ideas, institutions, and beliefs.

THE PALEOLITHIC AGE

During the earliest period in human experience,
the Paleolithic (from Greek, “old stone”| Age,
which lasted from the earliest use of stone tools
some 1,000,000 years ago to about 10,000 B.C.E.,
people were hunters, fishers, and gatherers, but not
producers, of food. They learned to make and use
increasingly sophisticated tools of stone and of per-
ishable materials like wood; they learned to make

T T

and control fire; and they acquired language and
the ability to use it to pass on what they learned.
Evidence of Paleolithic culture has been found in
Europe, Asia, and Africa.

Evidence suggests human life in the Paleolithic
Age was probably characterized by a division of
labor by sex. The men engaged in hunting, fishing,
making tools and weapons, and fighting against
other families, clans, and tribes. The women, less
mobile because of childbearing, gathered nuts,
berries, and wild grains, wove baskets, and made
clothing. Women gathering food probably discov-
ered how to plant and care for seeds. This knowl-
edge eventually made possible the coming of the
Age of Agriculture—the Neolithic revolution.

THE NEOLITHIC AGE

Some 10,000 years ago, parts of what we now call the
Middle East began to shift from a hunter-gatherer
culture to a settled agricultural one. Because the
shift to agriculture coincided with advances in
stone tool technology, this period is called the Ne-
olithic (from Greek, “new stone”) Age. The impor-
tant invention of pottery made it possible to store
surplus liquid and dry foods. Cloth came to be
made from flax and wool. Crops required constant

In Chauvet cave, near Avignon,
France, Paleolithic artists decorated
the walls with exquisite drawings of
animals.
Photo News

Jean Clottes/Corbis Svgma




care from planting to harvest, and so the Ne-
olithic people built permanent buildings,
usually in clusters near the best fields.

Neolithic agricultural villages and herd-
ing cultures gradually replaced Paleolithic
culture in much of the world. Then, begin-
ning first about 4,000 years before the
Christian era in the valley of the Tigris
and Euphrates Rivers in the region
called Mesopotamia (modern Irag), later
in the valley of the Nile River in Egypt,
and somewhat later still in the Indus
Valley in India and the Yellow River
basin in China, another major shift oc-
curred. This shift was marked by the ap-
pearance of urban centers, the mastery of
smelting and with it the techniques for
making metal tools and weapons, and
the invention of writing. These traits—
urbanism, metallurgy, and writing—are
defining characteristics of the form of
human culture called civilization. At
about the time the earliest civilizations
were emerging, someone discovered
how to smelt tin and copper to make a
stronger and more useful material—
bronze. The importance of this techno-
logical development is reflected in the
term Bronze Age.

EARLY CIVILIZATIONS
TO ABOUT 1000 B.C.E.

MESOPOTAMIAN CIVILIZATION

The first civilization appears to have arisen in the
valley of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, the area
the Greeks and the Romans called Mesopotamia,

KEY EVENTS AND PEOPLE IN
MESOPOTAMIAN HISTORY

ca. 3500 B.c.e. Development of Sumerian
cities, especially Uruk
ca. 2800-2370 B.c.e. Early Dynastic period of
Sumerian city-states
ca. 2370 B.C.E. Sargon establishes Akkadian
dynasty and empire
¢a. 2125-2027 B.c.E. Third Dynasty of Ur
ca. 2000-1800 B.c.e. Establishment of Amorites in
Mesopotamia
ca. 1792-17530 B.c.e. Reign of Hammurabi
ca. 1550 B.c.e. Establishment of Kassite
Dynasty at Babylon
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This statue of Gudea, city ruler of Lagash
after the fall of the Akkadian empire, shows
him as a pious Sumerian ruler. It was carved
of very hard imported black stone. A brief
historical inscription is visible on his cloak.
Gudea built a major temple to a local deity
at Lagash, Ningirsu, and describes the work,
step by step, in one of the longest Sumerian
poems known today.
Telloh. 2140 v.c.E. Iraq Museum. Baghdad, Tragq
Capyright Scala/Art Resource, NY

Gudea. Statue from

where the rich alluvial plains made
possible the production of unprece-
dented food surpluses (see Map I-1). Its
founders, the Sumerians, controlled
the southern part of the valley (Sumer)
close to the head of the Persian Gulf by
the dawn of history, around 3000 B.C.E.
While the Sumerians were fighting
with their neighbors and among them-
selves for supremacy in the south, im-
mediately upstream from them a
people speaking a Semitic language
[that is, a language in the same family
as Arabic and Hebrew] established
themselves. Making their capital at
Alkkad, near a later city known to us
as Babylon, they soon absorbed Sumer-
ian culture.

Despite a brief Sumerian resurgence about
2100 B.c.k., internal dissensions and an invasion
by a Semitic people called the Amorites put an end
to the Sumerians as an identifiable group. About
1900 B.C.E., the Amorites gained control of the re-
gion, establishing their capital at Babylon. Toward
1600 B.Cc.E,, the Babylonian kingdom fell apart
under the impact of invasions from the north and
east by the Hittites and the Kassites. The Hittites
were only a raiding party who plundered what they
could and then withdrew to their home in Asia
Minor. The Kassites stayed and ruled Mesopotamia
for five centuries.

EGYPTIAN CIVILIZATION

While a great civilization arose in the valley of the
Tigris and Euphrates, another, no less important,
emerged in Egypt. The center of Egyptian civiliza-
tion was the Nile River. The Nile alone made life
possible in the almost rainless desert that sur-
rounded it. Each year the river flooded and covered
the land, and when it receded, it left a fertile mud
that could produce two crops a year. The construc-
tion and maintenance of irrigation ditches to pre-
serve the river's water, with careful planning and
organization of planting and harvesting, produced
agricultural prosperity unmatched in the ancient
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world. The Nile also served as a highway connect-
ing the long, narrow country and encouraging its
unification. Nature helped protect and isolate the
ancient Egyptians from outsiders. The cataracts,
the sea, and the desert made it difficult for
foreigners to reach Egypt for either friendly or
hostile purposes.

The more-than-3,000-year span of ancient
Egyptian history is traditionally divided into thirty-
one royal dynasties. The first was founded by
Menes, the unifier of Upper and Lower Egypt; the
last was established by Alexander the Great, who
conquered Egypt in 332 B.C.E. The unification of
Egypt was vital because, even more than in
Mesopotamia, the entire river valley required the
central control of irrigation.

In the Old Kingdom (2700-2200 B.C.E.], royal
power was absolute. The pharaoh, as he was later
called (the term originally meant “great house” or
“palace”), governed his kingdom through his fami-
ly and appointed officials removable at his plea-
sure. The peasants were carefully regulated, their

THe ANCIENT NEAR EAsT  There were two ancient river valley civilizations.
While Egypt was united into a single state, Mesopotamia was long divided into a number
of city-states.

movement was limited, and they were taxed
heavily, perhaps as much as one-fifth of what they
produced. Luxury accompanied the king in life
and death, and he was raised to a remote and
exalted level by his people. Such power and emi-
nence cannot be long sustained by force alone. The
Egyptians worked for the king and obeyed him
because he was a living god on whom their lives,
safety, and prosperity depended. He was the direct
source of law and justice, and so no law codes were
needed. In such a world, government was merely
one aspect of religion, and religion dominated
Egyptian life.

By the time of the Third Dynasty (ca. 2125-2027
B.C.E.), the pharaohs had achieved full supremacy
over all of Egypt, imposing internal peace and
order and overseeing a period of great prosperity.
The capital was at Memphis in Upper Egypt, just
above the delta. The king was regarded not as a
mere representative of the gods but as a god him-
self. The land was his own personal possession,
and the people were his servants.
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The three largest pyramids of Egypt,
located at Giza, near Cairo, are the
colossal tombs of pharaohs of the
Fourth Dynasty (ca. 2640-2510
8.c.E.): Khufu (right), Chafre (center),
and Menkaure (left). The small
pyramids and tombs at their bases
were those of the pharachs’ queens
and officials.
Agency

Pictor/Uniphoto Picture

The power of the kings of the Old Kingdom
waned as priests and nobles gained more indepen-
dence and influence. The governors of the regions
of Egypt (called nomes) gained hereditary claim to
their offices, and their families acquired large es-
tates. About 2200 B.C.E., the Old Kingdom col-
lapsed and gave way to the decentralization and
disorder of the First Intermediate Period (ca.
2200-2052 B.c.E.). Finally, the nomarchs (gover-
nors) of Thebes in Upper Egypt gained control of
the country and established the Middle Kingdom
about 2052 B.C.E. The rulers of the Twelfth Dy-
nasty restored the pharaoh’s power over the whole
of Egypt, though they did not completely control
the nobles who ruled the nomes. Still, they
brought order, peace, and prosperity to a troubled
land. They encouraged trade and extended Egypt-
ian power and influence northward toward Pales-
tine and southward toward Ethiopia.

The Middle Kingdom disintegrated in the Thir-
teenth Dynasty, giving way, with the resurgence of
the power of the local nobility, to the Second Inter-
mediate Period. About 1700 B.C.E., Egypt suffered

MAJOR PERIODS IN ANCIENT
EGYPTIAN HISTORY (DYNASTIES
IN ROMAN NUMERALS)

3100-2700 B.c.E. Early Dynastic Period (I-)

2700-2200 B.c.e. Old Kingdom ([II-VI)

2200-2052 s.c.e. First Intermediate Period [VII-XI|

2052-1630 B.c.E. Middle Kingdom (XIT-XIII|

1630-1550 B.c.k. Second Intermediate Period
(XIV-XVII)

1550-1075 B.c.e. New Kingdom [XVIII-XX]

an invasion. Tradition speaks of a people called the
Hyksos who came from the east and conquered the
Nile Delta. They seem to have been a collection of
Semitic peoples from the area of Palestine and
Syria at the eastern end of the Mediterranean. Egypt-
ian nationalism reasserted itself about 1575 B.C.E.,
when a dynasty from Thebes drove out the Hyksos
and reunited Egypt, beginning the New Kingdom
{or Empire) Period.

In reaction to the humiliation of the Second In-
termediate Period, the pharaohs of the Eighteenth
Dynasty created an absolute government based on
a powerful army and an Egyptian empire extending
far beyond the Nile Valley. They pushed the south-
ern frontier back a long way and extended Egyptian
power into Palestine and Syria and beyond the
upper Euphrates River. They were not checked
until they came into conflict with the powerful
Hittite empire of Asia Minor. In the struggle that
ensued between 1400 and 1200 B.C.E., both powers
were weakened. Although Egypt survived, it again
became the victim of foreign invasion and rule,
falling under the sway of one foreign empire
after another.

PALESTINE AND THE RELIGION
OF THE ISRAELITES

None of the powerful kingdoms we have described
has had as much influence on the future of West-
ern civilization as the small stretch of land on the
eastern shore of the Mediterranean between Syria
and Egypt, the land called Palestine for much of its
history (see Map I-2). The three great religions of
the modern world outside the Far East—Judaism,
Christianity, and Islam—trace their origins, at
least in part, to the people who arrived there a
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Map |-2 ANCIENT PALESTINE The Hebrews established a
unified kingdom in Palestine under Kings David and
Solomon in the tenth century 8.C.E.. After the death of
Solomon, however, the kingdom was divided into two
parts—Israel in the north and Judah, with its capital,
Jerusalem, in the south. Along the coast, especially to the
north, were the great commercial cities of the Phoeni-
cians, such as Sidon and Tyre.

little before 1200 B.C.E. and to the book that re-
counts their experiences, the Hebrew Bible.

The history of the Israelites must be pieced to-
gether from various sources. They are mentioned
only rarely in the records of their neighbors, and so
we must rely chiefly on their own account, the
Bible. This is not a history in our sense, but a com-
plicated collection of historical narrative, wisdom
literature, poetry, law, and religious witness.
Scholars of an earlier time tended to discard it as a
historical source, but the most recent trend is to
take it seriously while using it with caution.

According to tradition, the patriarch Abraham
came from Ur in Mesopotamia about 1900 B.C.E.

and wandered west to tend his flocks in the land of
the Canaanites. Some of his people settled there
and others wandered into Egypt, perhaps with the
Hyksos. By the thirteenth century B.C.E., led by
Moses, they had left Egypt and wandered in the
desert until they reached Canaan. They estab-
lished a united kingdom that reached its peak
under David and Solomon in the tenth century
B.C.E. The sons of Solomon did not maintain the
unity of the kingdom, and it split into two parts:
Israel in the north and Judah, with its capital at
Jerusalem, in the south.

The rise of great empires to the east brought dis-
aster to the Israelites. The northern kingdom fell
to the Assyrians in 722 B.C.E., and its people—the
ten lost tribes of tradition—were scattered and lost
forever. Only the kingdom of Judah remained, and
hereafter we may call the Israelites Jews. In 586 B.C.E.,
Judah was defeated by the Babylonian king Neb-
uchadnezzar I1. He destroyed the great temple built
by Solomon and took thousands of hostages to
Babylon. When the Persians defeated Babylonia,
they ended this Babylonian Captivity of the Jews
and allowed them to return to their homeland.
After that the area of the old kingdom of the Jews
in Palestine was dominated by foreign peoples for
some 2,500 years until the establishment of the
state of Israel in C.E. 1948.

The fate of this small nation would be of little
interest were it not for its unique religious achieve-
ment. The great contribution of the Jews is the idea
of monotheism, the existence of one universal God,
the creator and ruler of the universe. Some scholars
believe that a form of monotheism may have
originated with the Egyptian pharach Akhenaton
(r. 1367-1350 B.C.E.}, although too little is known
about his ideas and practices to be certain. Only in
the Old Testament do we find the first unques-
tioned proof of monotheistic belief. This idea may
be as old as Moses, as the Jewish tradition asserts,
and it certainly dates as far back as the prophets of
the eighth century B.C.E.

The Jewish God is neither a natural force nor
like human beings or any other creatures. He is so
elevated that those who believe in him are forbid-
den to picture him in any form. The faith of the
Jews derives special strength from their belief that
God made a covenant with Abraham, an agree-
ment that Abraham's progeny would be a chosen
people who would be rewarded for following his
commandments and the law he revealed to Moses.

An essential ingredient of Jewish religious
thought is the powerful ethical element it intro-
duces. God is a severe but just judge. Ritual and
sacrifice are not enough to achieve his approval.
People must be righteous, and God himself appears
to be bound to act righteously. The Jewish prophetic

I S e
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THE SECOND ISAIAH DEFINES HEBREW

MONOTHEISM
— 0 —

The strongest statement of Hebrew monotheism is found in these words of the
anonymous prophet whom we call the Second Isaiah. He wrote during the Hebrew

exile in Babylonia, 597-539 B.C.E.

s How is the deity in this passage different from the deities of the Mesopotamian
and Egyptian societies! Are there any similarities! Many peoples have claimed that
a single god was the greatest and the ruler over all others. What is there in this
selection that claims a different status for the Hebrew deity?

42

Thus says God, the Lord

who created the heavens and stretched
them out,

who spread forth the earth and what comes
from it,

who gives breath to the people upon it and
spirit to those who walk in it:

[ am the Lord, I have called you in
righteousness,

I have taken you by the hand and kept you;

[ have given you as a covenant to the
people, a light to the nations,

to open the eyes that are blind,

to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,

from the prison those who sit in darkness.

I am the Lord, that is my name;

my glory I give to no other,

nor my praise to graven images.

Behold, the former things have come to
pass, and new things I now declare;

before they spring forth I tell you of them.”

44

Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel and
his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts:

“T am the first and I am the last; besides me
there is no god.

Who is like me? Let him proclaim it,

let him declare and set it forth before me.

Who has announced of old the things to
come?

Let them tell us what is yet to be.

Fear not, nor be afraid;

have I not told you from of old and declared
it?

(=]
(=

26

And you are my witnesses!
Is there a God besides me?
There is no Rock; [ know not any.”

49

Thus says the Lord God:

“Behold, T will lift up my hand to the nations,

and raise my signal to the peoples;

and they shall bring your sons in their
bosom,

and your daughters shall be carried on their
shoulders

Kings shall be your foster fathers,

and their queens your nursing mothers.

With their faces to the ground they shall
bow down to you,

and lick the dust of your feet.

Then you will know that [ am the Lord;

those who wait for me shall not be put to
shame.”

Can the prey be taken from the mighty, or
the captives of a tyrant be rescued?

Surely, thus says the Lord:

“Even the captives of the mighty shall be
taken, and the prey of the tyrant be rescued,

for I will contend with those who contend
with you

and I will save your children.
I will make your oppressors eat their own
flesh,

and they shall be drunk with their own
blood as with wine.

Then all flesh shall know

that I am the Lord your Savior,

and your Redeemer, the Mighty One
of Jacob.”

Bible, Revised Standard Version [New York: Division of Christian Education, National Council of Churches, 1952)

XXXIX




xl InTrRODUCTION

tradition was a powerful ethical force. The prophets
constantly criticized any falling away from the law
and the path of righteousness. The prophets placed
God in history, blaming the misfortunes of the Jews
on God’s righteous and necessary intervention to
punish them for their misdeeds, but the prophets
also promised the redemption of the Jews if they
repented. The prophetic tradition expected the re-
demption to come in the form of a Messiah (deliv-
erer]. Christianity, emerging from this tradition,
maintains that Jesus of Nazareth was that Messiah.

Jewish religious ideas influenced the future de-
velopment of the West, both directly and indirectly.
The Jews' belief in an all-powerful creator, right-
eous himself and demanding righteousness and

obedience from humankind, a universal God who is
the father and ruler of all peoples, is a critical part
of the Western heritage. (See “The Second Isaiah
Defines Hebrew Monotheism."”)

THE GREEKS

Western civilization as a distinct culture began
with the Greeks. Greek-speaking people from the
north settled the lands surrounding the Aegean Sea
in the second millennium 8.c.£. They established a
style of life and formed ideas, values, and institu-
tions that spread far beyond the Aegean corner of
the Mediterranean Sea. They later influenced and
shaped Roman society. Preserved and adapted by
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the Romans, Greek culture powerfully influenced
the society of western Europe in the High Middle
Ages and dominated the Byzantine Empire in the
same period.

The Greeks of the Classical Age (500-400 B.C.E.]
inherited and adapted many important elements of
their culture from earlier civilizations (see Map [-3).
The Minoan civilization (ca. 2900-1150 B.C.E.], with
its center on the island of Crete, was literate. Its
records reveal a palace-centered organization ruled
by a king who was served by an extensive bureau-
cracy that kept remarkably detailed records. This

Tue WesT Berore 1300 xli

sort of organization is typical of what we find in the
Near East but is nothing like what is found among
the Greeks. The Minoans powerfully influenced the
Mycenaeans, a Greek-speaking people who domi-
nated the mainland of Greece and the islands of the
Aegean in the latter part of the Bronze Age (ca.
1600-1150 B.C.E.). Mycenaean civilization collapsed
and gave way to a period often called the Greek
Dark Ages (ca. 1150-750 8.C.E.]. During this time, a
new Hellenic culture, influenced by the Mycenaean
world, but essentially independent of it, took shape.
(See “Husband and Wife in Homer's Troy.”)

HUSBAND AND WIFE IN HOMER’S TROY

NXN\N—
Homer’s poems provide a picture of early Greek ideas and institutions. In the Iliad,
the poet tells of the return from the battle of the Trojan hero Hector. He is greeted by
his loving, “warm, generous wife,” Andromache, who is carrying their baby son.
Hector reaches for the boy, who is frightened to tears by the plume on his father’s
helmet. The father removes the helmet and prays that his son will grow up to be
called “a better man than his father . . . a joy to his mother’s heart.” The rest of the
scene reveals the character of their marriage and the division of responsibility be-

tween men and women in their world.

s How does Homer depict the feelings of husband and wife toward one another?
What are the tasks of the aristocratic woman revealed in this passage! What can be
learned about the attitude toward death and duty!

So Hector prayed

and placed his son in the arms of his loving wife.

Andromache pressed the child to her scented
breast,

smiling through her tears. Her husband noticed,

and filled with pity now, Hector stroked her
gently,

trying to reassure her, repeating her name:

“ Andromache,

dear one; why so desperate? Why so much grief
for me?

No man will hurl me down to Death, against
my fate. :

And fate? No one alive has ever escaped it,

neither brave man nor coward, I tell you—

it’s born with us the day that we are born.

So please go home and tend to your own tasks,

the distaff and the loom, and keep the women

working hard as well. As for the fighting,

men will see to that, all who were born in Troy

but I most of all.”

Hector atlash in arms

took up his horsehair-crested helmet once again.

And his loving wife went home, turning,
glancing

back again and again and weeping live warm
tears.

She quickly reached the sturdy house of Hector,

man-killing Hector, and found her women
gathered there inside

and stirred them all to a high pitch of
mourning.

So in his house they raised the dirges for the
dead,

for Hector still alive, his people were so
convinced

that never again would he come home from
battle,

never escape the Argives’ rage and bloody
hands.

From The Iliad by Homer, translated by Robert Fagles, copyright © 1990 by Robert Fagles. Used by permission of Viking Penguin, a division of

Penguin Putnam Inc.
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At some time in their history, the Greeks of the
ancient world founded cities on every shore of the
Mediterranean Sea. Pushing through the Dard-
anelles, they placed many settlements on the
coasts of the Black Sea in southern Russia and as
far east as the approaches to the Caucasus Moun-
tains. The center of Greek life, however, was al-
ways the Aegean Sea and the lands in and around
it. This location at the eastern end of the Mediter-
ranean very early put the Greeks in touch with the
more advanced civilizations of the Near East.

THE Poris

The characteristic Greek institution was the polis
(plural, poleis). The common translation of that
word as “city-state” is misleading, for it says both
too much and too little. All Greek poleis began as
little more than agricultural villages or towns and
many stayed that way, and so the word city is inap-
propriate. All of them were states, in the sense of

The “Trojan Horse,” depicted on a seventh-century 8.C.E.
Greek vase. According to legend, the Greeks finally
defeated Troy by pretending to abandon their siege of
the city, leaving a giant wooden horse behind. Soldiers
hidden in the horse opened the gates of the city to their
compatriots after the Trojans had brought it within their
walls. Note the wheels on the horse and the Greek
soldiers holding weapons and armor who are hiding
inside it. Greek 10th-6th 8.c.& Trojan Horse and Greek Saldiers.
Relief from neck of an earthenware amphora (640 2.c.E | from Mykanos,
overall ht. 120 em, Archeological Museum, Mykonos, Greece. Art
Resource, NY © Photography by Erich Lessing
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being independent political units, but they were
much more than that. The polis was thought of as
a community of relatives. All its citizens, who
were theoretically descended from a common an-
cestor, belonged to subgroups, such as fighting
brotherhoods (phratries), clans, and tribes, and
worshiped the gods in common ceremonies.

Originally, the word polis referred only to a
citadel, an elevated, defensible rock to which the
farmers of the neighboring area could retreat in
case of attack. The Acropolis in Athens and the
hill called Acrocorinth in Corinth are examples.
For some time such high places and the adjacent
farms comprised the polis. Availability of farmland
and of a natural fortress determined its location.
Poleis were placed either well inland or far enough
away from the sea to avoid pirate raids. Only later
and gradually did the agora appear. It grew to be
not only a marketplace but also a civic center and
the heart of the Greeks’ remarkable social life,
which was distinguished by conversation and argu-
ment carried on in the open air.

By the time the polis was in full flower, between
ca. 750 and 700 B.C.E., true monarchy had disap-
peared in Greece. Kings survived in some places,
but they were almost always ceremonial figures
without power. The original form of the polis was
an aristocratic republic dominated by the nobility
through its council of nobles and its monopoly of
the magistracies.

From the middle of the eighth century B.CE.
until well into the sixth, the Greeks vastly expand-
ed their territory, their wealth, and their contacts
with other peoples in a burst of colonizing activity
that placed poleis from Spain to the Black Sea. A
century earlier, a few Greeks had established trading
posts in Syria. There they had learned new techniques
in the arts and crafts and much more from the older
civilizations of the Near East. About 750 B.C.E., they
borrowed a writing system from one of the Semitic
scripts and added vowels to create the first true al-
phabet. The new Greek alphabet was easier to learn
than any earlier writing system and made possible
the widely literate society of classical Greece. Fur-
thermore, by confronting Greeks with the differ-
ences between themselves and the new peoples
they met, colonization gave the Greeks a sense of
cultural identity. It also fostered a Panhellenic (“all-
Greek"”) spirit that led to the establishment of sev-
eral common religious festivals.

Like most ancient peoples, the Greeks believed
in many gods, and religion played an important
part in their lives. A great part of Greek art and
literature was closely connected with religion, as
was the life of the polis in general. The Greek pan-
theon consisted of the twelve gods who lived on
Mount Olympus and who therefore were known as




Olympians. Each polis had one of the Olympians as
its guardian deity and worshiped the god in its own
special way; but all the gods were worshiped by all
Greeks. In the eighth and seventh centuries B.C.E.,
common shrines were established at Olympia for
the worship of Zeus, at Delphi for Apollo, at the
Isthmus of Corinth for Poseidon, and at Nemea
once again for Zeus. Each polis held athletic con-
tests in honor of its god, to which all Greeks were
invited and for which a sacred truce was declared.

The somewhat cold religion of the Olympian
gods did little to attend to human fears, hopes, and
passions. For these needs, the Greeks turned to
other deities and rites. Of these the most popular
was Dionysus, a god of nature and fertility, of the
grapevine and drunkenness, and of sexual abandon.
In some of his rites, the god was followed by mae-
nads, female devotees who cavorted by night, ate
raw flesh, and were reputed to tear to pieces any
creature they came across.

The heart of Greek life was the polis. General-
ization about the polis becomes difficult not long
after its appearance. Although the states had much
in common, some of them developed in unique
ways. Sparta and Athens, which became the two
most powerful Greek states, had especially differ-
ent characters.

Sparta About 725 B.C.E., Sparta conquered its
western neighbor, Messenia, and reduced its popu-
lation to the status of serfs, or helots. Almost a cen-
tury later, the helots revolted. After the revolt had
been put down, the Spartans were forced to recon-
sider their way of life. They could not expect to
keep down the helots, who outnumbered them by
perhaps ten to one, and still maintain the old free
and easy habits typical of most Greeks. To main-
tain domination over the helots, the Spartans intro-
duced fundamental reforms that turned their city
permanently into a military academy and camp.
The Spartan reforms are attributed to the leg-
endary figure Lycurgus. The new system that

The Acropolis was both the religious
and civic center of Athens. In its final
form it is the work of Pericles and his
successors in the late fifth century
8.C.E. This photegraph shows the
Parthenon and to its left the
Erechtheum. Meredith Pillon, Greek
National Tourism Organization
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emerged late in the sixth century B.C.E. exerted di-
rect control over each Spartan from birth until old
age. Officials of the state decided which infants
were physically fit to survive. At the age of seven,
the Spartan boy was taken from his mother and
turned over to young instructors who trained him
in athletics and the military arts. At twenty, the
Spartan youth was enrolled in the army and lived
in barracks with his companions until the age of
thirty. If married, he could visit his wife only infre-
quently and even then by stealth. At thirty, he be-
came a full citizen. He took his simple meals at a
public mess in the company of fifteen comrades.
Military service was required until the age of sixty.

Women were also educated to subordinate
themselves wholly to the ideal of service to Sparta.
They were not given military training, but they
were required to devote their children to the ser-
vice of the polis. Nothing in Sparta was allowed to
interfere with the only ambition permitted to a
Spartan: to win glory and the respect of his peers
by bravery in war.

The Spartan constitution was mixed, containing
elements of monarchy, oligarchy, and democracy.
There were two kings with very limited power.
The oligarchic element was represented by a coun-
cil of elders who had important judicial functions.
The Spartan assembly consisted of all males over
thirty. In addition, there was a board of five annu-
ally elected ephors who controlled foreign policy,
oversaw the generalship of the kings on campaign,
presided over the assembly, and guarded against re-
bellions by the helots. Most Greeks admired the
Spartan state for its unmatched stability and also
for its ability to mold its citizens into a single pat-
tern, subordinated to an ideal.

Athens The life and politics of Athens developed

in a direction very different from that of Sparta. In
the seventh century B.C.E., Athens was a typical aris-
tocratic polis. The aristocrats held the most and
best land and dominated religious and political life.
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The state was governed by the Areopagus, a coun-
cil of nobles deriving its name from the hill
where it held its sessions. Toward the close of the
century, economic hardship caused political con-
flict in Athens.

Tradition has it that in the year 594 B.C.E. the
Athenians gave Solon extraordinary powers to leg-
islate and revise the constitution. He carried out a
series of economic reforms that restructured debts
and credit. Solon also significantly changed the
constitution. All male adults whose fathers were
citizens were citizens, too, and to their number he
added immigrant craftsmen. All citizens were di-
vided into four classes according to wealth. He es-
tablished a Council of Four Hundred, apparently to
check the power of the Areopagus. Finally, he es-
tablished a popular assembly. In 546 B.C.E., the con-
stitution of Solon was overthrown by Pisistratus,
who established his own rule. Despite this period
of tyranny, however, the principle of a somewhat
democratically governed polis had been estab-
lished, and later leaders would build upon that
foundation.

Hippias, the son of Pisistratus, was deposed in
510 B.C.E., and the government of Athens under-
went another series of reforms. These were under-
taken by Clisthenes, who may be regarded as the
real founder of Athenian democracy. He made the
deme, the equivalent of a small town in the coun-
try or a ward in the city, the basic unit of civic life.
Henceforth, enrollment in the deme replaced en-
rollment in the phratry (clan brotherhood, where
tradition and noble birth dominated)
as evidence of citizenship. He also
further extended the classes of peo-
ple who might become citizens. He
established a Council of Five Hun-
dred, which dealt with foreign poli-
cy and finances. Final authority in
all things rested with the assembly
composed of all adult male citizens.
Debate was free and open. Any adult
Athenian male could submit legisla-
tion, offer amendments, or argue the
merits of any question. The reforms
of Clisthenes nurtured strong patri-
otism among the Athenians. The
freedom of their constitution also
allowed them to achieve very con-
siderable economic prosperity.

Whether a Greek citizen lived in
Sparta, Athens, or another of the
many poleis, he knew that his way
of life was different from that of peo-
ple who lived under the great mon-
archs of the East. The Greeks were
determined to preserve the way of

life of the polis. In 490 B.C.E., Darius, the king of
Persia, (r. 521-485 B.C.E.] attempted to restore the
tyrant Hippias in Athens. The Athenians, led by
Miltiades, (ca. 550-487 B.C.E.] resisted and won a
victory at Marathon (490 B.C.E.). This victory pre-
served Athenian freedom and instilled in the Athe-
nians a sense of confidence and pride in their polis.
In 480 B.C.E., the Persians under Xerxes (r. 485-465
B.C.E.) again attempted to conquer Greece. The
Greek cities responded by forming a defensive
league among themselves. Sparta as leader of the
land forces held off the Persians at the Battle of
Thermopylae. The Athenians led Greek naval
forces to a great victory over Persia at Salamis.

In the half century after the defeat of the
Persians, two important developments occurred
among the Greeks. First, under the leadership of
Pericles (ca. 494-429 B.c.E), the constitution of
Athens became even more democratic. Every
decision of the state had to be approved by the
popular assembly, a collection of the people them-
selves, not their representatives. Most officials
were selected by lot without regard to class. There
was no standing army, no police force, and no way
to coerce the people. Yet even in democratic
Athens, as in all the other Greek states, participa-
tion in government was denied to slaves, resident
aliens, and women.

The Peloponnesian War The second development
was the division of the Greek world into two
spheres of influence, dominated by Sparta and
Athens. Sparta led a relatively loose
alliance, but the Athenian alliance
quickly developed into an empire in
which most of Athens’ allies made
financial payments in place of mili-
tary service. The Athenians used the
money not only for defense but for
their own purposes as well. Increas-
ingly, Athens controlled the policy of
the alliance and used it to increase
its own wealth, power, and glory. For
many vyears, intense rivalry and
occasional conflict occurred between
the two cities and their respective

A Greek hoplite attacks a Persian soldier.
The contrast between the Greek's metal
body armor, large shield, and long spear
and the Persian’s cloth and leather garments
indicates one reason the Greeks won. This
Attic vase was found on Rhodes and dates
from ca. 475 B.C.E.  The Metropolitan Museum of
Art, Rogers Fund, 1906 (06.1021.117) Photograph ©
1986, The Metropolitan Mussum of Art




allies. Then, in 431 B.C.E., a great conflict—the
Peloponnesian War, recorded brilliantly in the his-
tory of Thucydides (ca. 460-400 B.C.E.)—began
between them. This devastating conflict ended in
404 B.C.E. with the defeat of Athens. After this war,
Greek prosperity and confidence were never again
fully restored.

The long Peloponnesian War and the struggles
accompanying the several attempts at hegemony
brought results that undermined the foundations
of the polis. By ravaging farmland, destroying crops
and houses, interfering with commerce, and using
up reserve funds, the warring armies and navies
did severe and usually lasting damage to the eco-
nomic well-being that made civic life possible.
Civil strife and class conflict, encouraged by the
pressure of want and disease as well as by the
availability of help from foreign armies, were an
even more terrible legacy than poverty. As time
passed, people abandoned patriotism, morality,
and even family to the interests of faction. The
wars of the fourth century B.C.E. only intensified
these developments. Democratic revolutions, ac-
companied by confiscations of property, execu-
tions, exiles, and even great atrocities, were
answered with similar actions by victorious aristo-
cratic oligarchs. Such upheavals left permanent
scars and damaged the family feeling, the sense of
community, and the commitment to the common
good required for life in the polis.

GREEK POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY
AND THE CRISIS OF THE PoOLIS

The decay of healthy political life in the polis gave
rise to ideas in political philosophy that have influ-
enced Western thought ever since. Probably the
most complicated response to the crisis of the polis
in the fourth century B.C.E. may be found in the life
and teachings of Socrates [469-399 B.c.E.]. He went
into the Athenian marketplace and questioned and
cross-examined people who were supposed to
know something about politics. These included
poets, craftsmen, and politicians. The result was
always the same. Those he questioned might have
technical information and skills, but they seldom
had any substantial knowledge of the fundamental
principles of human behavior. It is understandable
that Athenians so exposed should be angry with
their examiner, and it is not surprising that they
thought Socrates was undermining the beliefs and
values of the polis. Socrates’ unconcealed con-
tempt for democracy, which seemingly relied on
ignorant amateurs to make important political de-
cisions, created further hostility.

Yet despite this contempt, Socrates still be-
lieved that the polis had a legitimate claim on the

THE WEST BeFore 1300 xlv

loyalty and obedience of the citizen. He demonstrat-
ed this in the most convincing fashion. In 399 B.C.E.,
he was condemned to death by an Athenian jury
on the charges of bringing new gods into the city
and of corrupting the youth. He was given a chance
to escape, but in the dialogue Crito, written by his
disciple Plato, we are told of his refusal because of
his veneration of the laws of the city. Socrates rec-
ognized the difficulties of political life in the polis
and criticized its short-comings. He turned away
from active political life, but he did not abandon
the idea of the polis. He fought as a soldier in its
defense, obeyed its laws, and sought to put its val-
ues on a sound foundation of reason.

Plato (429-347 B.C.E.) was by far the most im-
portant of Socrates’ associates and is a perfect ex-
ample of the pupil who becomes greater than his
master. He was the first systematic philosopher
and therefore the first to place political ideas in
their full philosophical context. He presented his
philosophy in the format of dialogues. In 386 B.C.E.,
he founded the Academy, a center of philosophi-
cal investigation. As a school for training states-
men and citizens, it had a powerful impact on
Greek thought that lasted until it was closed by
the Roman emperor Justinian in the sixth
century. C.E.

Like Socrates, Plato believed in the polis and its
values. Its virtues were order, harmony, and justice,

Marble head of Aristotle.
Grecques/Romaines, Pans, France. © Photograph by Erich Lessing/Art
Resource, NY

Louvre, Dept. des Antiquities
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and one of its main objects was to produce good
people. He accepted Socrates’ doctrine of the identi-
ty of virtue and knowledge and made it plain what
he regarded as genuine knowledge. It was episteme,
science as a body of true and unchanging wisdom
open to only a few philosophers, whose training,
character, and intellect allowed them to see reality.
Only such people were qualified to rule. They
themselves would prefer the life of pure contempla-
tion but would accept their political responsibility
and take their turn as philosopher kings. The train-
ing of such rulers, which Plato outlined in the
Republic, required a specialization of function and
a subordination of the individual to the community
even greater than that at Sparta.

For Plato, justice in society meant that each per-
son should do only that one thing to which his na-
ture is best suited. Plato saw quite clearly that the
Athenian polis of his day suffered from terrible in-
ternal stress, class struggle, and factional divisions.
For Plato, the way to harmony was to destroy the
causes of that strife: private property, the family, or
anything else that stood between the individual
citizen and his complete loyalty and devotion to
the polis. (See “Plato on the Role of Women in His
Utopian Republic.”)

Aristotle (384-322 B.c.E.] was a pupil of Plato
and owed much to the thought of his master, but
his very different experience and cast of mind led
him in some new directions. In 336 B.C.E., he
founded his own school in Athens, the Lyceum,
or the Peripatos, as it was also called from the
covered walk within it. The Lyceum was a very
different place from the Academy. Its members
took little interest in mathematics and were con-
cerned with gathering, ordering, and analyzing all
human knowledge. The range of subjects treated
is astonishing, including logic, physics, astrono-
my, biology, ethics, rhetoric, literary criticism,
and politics.

Ca= e e e v Oy S e S e e
THE RISE OF MACEDON

359-336 s.c.e. Reign of Philip II

338 B.c.e. Battle of Chaeronea; Philip conquers
Greece
Founding of League of Corinth
Reign of Alexander III, the Great
Alexander invades Asia
Battle of Tssus
Battle of Gaugamela
Fall of Persepolis
Alexander reaches Indus Valley
Death of Alexander

338 B.C.E.
336-323 B.C.E.
334 B.C.E.
333 B.C.E.
331 B.C.E.
330 B.C.E.
327 B.C.E.
323 B.C.E.

In each field, Aristotle’s method was the same. He
began with observation of the empirical evidence,
which in some cases was physical and in others was
common opinion. To this body of information he ap-
plied reason and discovered inconsistencies or diffi-
culties. He then introduced metaphysical principles
to explain the problems or to reconcile the inconsis-
tencies. His view on all subjects, like Plato’s, was
teleological; that is, both philosophers recognized
purposes apart from and greater than the will of the
individual human being in nature and in social life.
Plato’s purposes, however, were contained in the
Ideas or Forms—transcendental concepts outside the
experience of most people. For Aristotle, the purpos-
es of most things could be easily inferred by observa-
tion of their behavior in the world. Aristotle’s most
striking characteristics were his moderation and
common sense. His theory of knowledge finds room
for both reason and experience. His metaphysics
gives meaning and reality to both mind and body.
His ethics aims at the good life, which is the con-
templative life, but recognizes the necessity for mod-
erate wealth, comfort, and pleasure.

Characteristically, Aristotle was less interested
in the best state—the Platonic utopia that required
philosophers to rule it—than in the best state prac-
tically possible, one that would combine justice
with stability. The constitution for that state he
called politeia, not the best constitution, but the
next best, the one most suited to and most possible
for most states. Its quality was moderation, and it
naturally gave power to neither the rich nor the
poor but to the middle class, which must also be
the most numerous. The middle class possessed
many virtues. Because of its moderate wealth, it
was free of the arrogance of the rich and the malice
of the poor. Aristotle combined the practical analy-
sis of political and economic realities with the
moral and political purposes of the traditional de-
fenders of the polis. The result was a passionate
confidence in the virtues of moderation and of the
middle class and the proposal of a constitution that
would give them power. It is ironic that the ablest
defense of the polis came toward its demise.

THE EMPIRE OF ALEXANDER THE GREAT

What finally brought the collapse of the indepen-
dent political life of the Greek poleis was their con-
quest by the kingdom of Macedon in the middle of
the fourth century B.C.E. The Macedonians inhabited
the land to the north of Thessaly and until the
fourth century B.C.E. played no great part in Greek
affairs. Macedon possessed no poleis but was
governed by a king chosen partly by descent and
partly by the approval of the army. Under Philip I
(r. 359-336 B.C.E.), the Macedonians developed a
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PLATO ON THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN HIS
UTOPIAN REPUBLIC

,_fm_,—-

The Greek invention of reasoned intellectual analysis of all things led the philoso-
pher Plato to consider the problem of justice, which is the subject of his most fa-
mous dialogue, the Republic. This leads him to sketch out a utopian state in which
justice may be found and where the most radical arrangements may be necessary.
These include the equality of the sexes and the destruction of the family in favor of
the practice of men having wives and children in common. In the following ex-
cerpts, he argues for the fundamental equality of men and women and that women
are no less appropriate as Guardians—Ileaders of the state—than men.

» What are Plato’s reasons for treating men and women the same! What objections
could be raised to that practice! Would that policy, even if appropriate in Plato’s
utopia, also be suitable to conditions in the real world of classical Athens! In the

world of today?

“If, then, we use the women for the same things
as the men, they must also be taught the same
things.”

”YES‘H

“Now music and gymnastics were given to
the men.”

”YeS<”

“Then these two arts, and what has to do
with war, must be assigned to the women also,
and they must be used in the same ways.”

“On the basis of what you say,” he said, “it’s
likely.”

“Perhaps,” I said, “compared to what is habit-
ual, many of the things now being said would
look ridiculous if they were to be done as is
said.”

“Indeed they would,” he said.

“Well,” T said, “since we've started to speak,
we mustn’t be afraid of all the jokes—of whatever
kind—the wits might make if such a change took
place in gymnastic, in music and, not the least, in
the bearing of arms and the riding of horses.”

“Then,” I said, “if either the class of men or
that of women show its superiority in some art
or other practice, then we’ll say that that art
must be assigned to it. But if they look as
though they differ in this alone, that the female
bears and the male mounts, we'll assert that it
has not thereby yet been proved that a woman
differs from a man with respect to what we're
talking about; rather, we'll still suppose that our

guardians and their women must practice the
same things.”

“And rightly,” he said.

“Therefore, my friend, there is no practice of
a city’s governors which belongs to woman be-
cause she’s woman, or to man because he’s man;
but the natures are scattered alike among both
animals; and woman participates according to
nature in all practices, and man in all, but in all
of them woman is weaker than man.”

“Certainly.”

“So, shall we assign all of them to men and
none to women?”

“How could we?”

“For I suppose there is, as we shall assert, one
woman apt at medicine and another not, one
woman apt at music and another unmusical by
nature.”

“Of course.”

“And isn’t there then also one apt at gymnas-
tic and at war, and another unwarlike and no
lover of gymnastic?”

“I suppose so."”

“And what about this? [s there a lover of wis-
dom and a hater of wisdom? And one who is
spirited and another without spirit?”

“Yes, there are these too.”

“There is, therefore one woman fit for guarding
and another not, or wasn'’t it a nature of this sort
we also selected for the men fit for guarding?”

“Certainly, that was it.”

From The Republic of Plato, (2nd ed ) translated by Allan Bloom. Copyright & 1968 by Allan Bloom. Preface to paperback edition, © 1991 by
Allan Bloom, pp. 130-134. Reprinted by permission of Basic Books, a member of Perseus Books, L.L.C.
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This sculpture of Alexander the Great, king of Macedon
and conqueror of the Persian Empire, was made in

the second century 8.C.E. and found at the ancient city

of Magnesia in Asia Minor. Alexander’s conquests

spread Greek culture far from its homeland, laying the
foundation of the Hellenistic world.  Statue from Magnesia ad
Sipylum. Archeological Museum, Istanbul, Turkey. Erich Lessing/Art
Resource, NY

powerful army. Beginning about 355 B.C.E., Philip
moved that army steadily against the wvarious
Greek cities. Years of fighting and diplomatic ma-
neuvering followed, but no Greek polis, including
Athens, was able or willing to mount an effective
resistance. Finally, in 338 B.C.E., at the Battle of
Chaeronea the Macedonian monarchy defeated an
alliance of Greek cities. This defeat ended Greek
freedom and autonomy.

In 336 B.C.E., Philip IT was assassinated. His suc-
cessor, Alexander the Great (r. 336-323 B.C.E.), was
one of the most extraordinary figures of antiquity.

During the next ten years, Alexander led the army
of Macedonia across Asia as far as the Indus River
(see Map I-4). On the way, he conquered Asia
Minor, Syria, Palestine, Egypt, Persia, and
Mesopotamia. Alexander was filled with plans for
the consolidation and organization of his empire,
for geographical exploration, and for building new
cities, roads, and harbors, These plans were never
carried out because in June of 323 B.C.E., he died of
fever at the age of thirty-three, He left no real suc-
cessor, and his generals fought over the lands he
had conquered.

The conquests of Alexander and the establishment
of successor kingdoms in Macedon, Mesopotamia,
and Egypt put an end once and for all to the central
role of the polis in Greek life. At the same time, his
conquests spread Greek culture widely throughout
the eastern Mediterranean, laying the foundation
for the Hellenistic civilization that succeeded the
civilization of classical Greece.

Deprived of control of their foreign affairs and
with their important internal arrangements deter-
mined by a foreign monarchy, the postclassical
Greek cities lost the kind of political freedom that
was basic to the old outlook. As time passed, they
changed from sovereign states to municipalities
merged in military empires. It was not by the cities
of Greece but by a city on the Italian peninsula
that the future course of civilization in the West
would be determined.

ROME

The political achievement of the Romans was one
of the most remarkable in human history. The de-
scendants of the inhabitants of a small village in
central Italy governed the entire Italian peninsula
and then the entire Mediterranean coastline. They
conquered most of the Near East and finally much
of continental Europe. They ruled this vast empire
under a single government that provided peace and
prosperity for centuries. Never before or since has
that area been united, and rarely, if ever, has it en-
joyed a stable peace.

THE REPUBLIC AND EXPANSION
IN THE MEDITERRANEAN

From its foundation in 753 B.C.E. until 509 B.C.E.,
Rome was governed by kings (see Map [-5). In 509
B.C.E., tradition tells us, the republic replaced the
monarchy after a revolution led by noble families
incensed by the outrageous behavior of the last
kings. The republican form of government, domi-
nated by the institution of the aristocratic Senate,
endured for almost five centuries.
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1 InTRODUCTION

By 265 B.C.E.,, the Romans had conquered most
of central and southern Italy and had established a
policy toward conquered peoples that would be re-
peated in many other areas. The Romans did not
destroy any of the Latin cities or their people, nor
did they treat them all alike. Some near Rome re-
ceived full Roman citizenship; others farther away
gained municipal status. Their citizens retained
the rights of local self-government and could ob-
tain full Roman citizenship if they moved to
Rome. They followed Rome in foreign policy and
provided soldiers to serve in the Roman legions.

Still other states became allies of Rome on the
basis of treaties, which differed from city to city.
All the allies supplied troops to the army, in which

218-202 B.C.E.

P m S s e e S i L L s )

THE PUNIC WARS

264-241 B.c.e. PFirst Punic War

Rome seizes Sardinia and

Corsica

221 B.c.e. Hannibal takes command of Punic
army in Spain

Second Punic War

216 B.c.k. Battle of Cannae

209 B.c.E. Scipio takes New Carthage

202 g.c.E. Battle of Zama

238 B.C.E.

149-146 B.c.e. Third Punic War

146 8.C.e. Destruction of Carthage
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Map I-5 ANCIENT ALY  This map of ancient Italy and its neigh-
bors before the expansion of Rome shows major cities and towns
as well as several geographical regions and the locations of some
of the Italic and non-ltalic peoples.

they fought in auxiliary battalions under
Roman officers, but they did not pay taxes to
Rome. Finally, on some of the conquered land
the Romans placed colonies, permanent set-
tlements of veteran soldiers in the territory of
recently defeated enemies. The colonists re-
tained their Roman citizenship and enjoyed
home rule, and in return for the land they had
been given they served as a permanent garri-
son to deter or suppress rebellion. The Ro-
mans did not regard the status given each
newly conquered city as permanent. They
held out to loyal allies the prospect of improv-
ing their status, even of achieving the ulti-
mate prize, full Roman citizenship. In doing
so, the Romans gave their allies a stake in
Rome's future and success. The result, in gen-
eral, was that most of Rome’s allies remained
loyal even when put to the severest test.

Rome’s acquisition of coastal territory and
its expansion to the toe of the Italian boot
brought it face to face with the great naval
power of the western Mediterranean, Carthage,
located near what is now the modern city of
Tunis. Rome and Carthage engaged in two
great conflicts, the First and Second Punic Wars
(264-241 B.c.E. and 218-202 BCE.). At very
considerable cost, Rome emerged victorious
and thereafter ruled virtually all the western
Mediterranean. After the defeat of Carthage,
the attention of Rome moved toward the east-
ern Mediterranean and the successor kingdoms
of Alexander’s brief empire. By 168 B.C.E., after
a series of military interventions in Macedon,
the Romans effectively governed Greece as a
kind of protectorate.

Roman expansion in Italy and overseas was
accomplished without a grand general plan.
The new territories were acquired as a result
of wars that the Romans believed were either
defensive or preventive. Foreign policy was




Ruins of the Roman Forum. From the
earliest days of the city, the Forum
was the center of Roman life.
Augustus had it rebuilt, and it was
frequently rebuilt and refurbished by
his successors, so most of the
surviving buildings date to the
imperial period. @ Michael §
Yamashita/CORBIS

aimed at providing security for Rome on Rome's
terms, but these terms were often unacceptable to
other nations and led to continued conflict. The
various conquests of territory overseas presented
new political problems to Rome. Instead of follow-
ing the policy pursued in Italy, the Romans made
Sicily, Spain, Sardinia, and Corsica into provinces.
The new populations were neither Roman citizens
nor allies; they were subjects who did not serve in
the army but paid tribute instead. The old practice
of extending citizenship and with it loyalty to
Rome stopped at the borders of Italy.

These conquests changed both Roman political
and cultural life. Roman expansion overseas
brought about close and continued association
with the Greeks. Many Romans admired Greek
art, literature, and philosophy but held Greek poli-
tics in contempt. Before long, the education of the
Roman upper classes was bilingual. The Romans
also often imitated the forms of Greek literature.
Roman religion was influenced by the Greeks al-
most from the beginning because the Romans had
early in their history identified their own gods
with Greek equivalents and incorporated Greek
mythology into their own. The Romans also drew
heavily upon Greek philosophy. They always
adapted Greek culture to their own particular
needs. It was a commonplace in antiquity to think
that while Rome had conguered Greece militarily,
Greece had conquered Rome culturally.

FrOM REPUBLIC TO EMPIRE

The political and economic problems raised by the
overseas conquests eventually undermined the
constitution of the republic. During the Punic
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Wars, much of the farmland in Italy was damaged
and even more was bought up by wealthy nobles.
Returning veterans found themselves without land
and often settled in the city of Rome or other
urban areas. The people of Rome became sharply
divided into rich and poor, landed and landless,
privileged and deprived. By 133 B.C.E. many Roman

THE FALL OF THE ROMAN REPUBLIC

133 B.c.. Tribunate of Tiberius Gracchus
123-122 B.c.k. Tribunate of Gaius Gracchus
111-105 g.c.E. Jugurthine War
104-100 B.c.e. Consecutive consulships of Marius

90-88 B.C.E. War against the Italian allies
88 s.c.e. Sulla’s march on Rome
82 B.c.k. Sulla assumes dictatorship
71 B.c.e. Crassus crushes rebellion of Spartacus
71 p.c.E. Pompey defeats Sertorius in Spain
70 8.c.2. Consulship of Crassus and Pompey
60 B.c.E. Formation of First Triumvirate
58-50 B.C.E. Caesar in Gaul
53 s.c.k. Crassus killed in Battle of Carrhae
49 B.c.k, Caesar crosses Rubicon; civil war
begins
48 B.c.e. Pompey defeated at Pharsalus; killed
in Egypt
46-44 B.c.e. Caesar’s dictatorship
45 B.c.e. End of civil war
43 p.c.e. Formation of Second Triumvirate
42 p.c.E. Triumvirs defeat Brutus and Cassius
at Philippi
31 B.c.e. Octavian and Agrippa defeat Anthony
at Actium
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Lictors, pictured here, attended the chief Roman
magistrates when they appeared in public. The axe
carried by one of the lictors and the bound bundle of
staffs carried by the others symbolize both the power of
Roman magistrates to inflict corporal punishment an
Roman citizens and the limits on that power. The bound
staffs symbolize the right of citizens within the city of
Rome not to be punished without a trial. The axe
symbolizes the power of the magistrates, as commanders
of the army, to put anyone to death without a trial outside
the city walls.  Alinari/Art Resource, NY

political leaders believed this issue had to be ad-
dressed, but there was no agreement on the method.

Between 133 and 121 B.C.E, two brothers,
Tiberius and Gaius Gracchus, tried to carry out a
program of limited land redistribution. The Grac-
chi met intense and violent opposition. Both were
assassinated as the wealthy landowning classes
moved to protect their interests. For a century
after their deaths, political and military turmoil
prevailed in the republic. The people who gained
power were generals who had armies at their dis-
posal and whose conquests made them popular.
For example, Marius (ca. 157-86 B.C.E.) defeated
Roman enemies in North Africa and for a time
dominated politics. Sulla (ca. 138-78 B.C.E.) estab-
lished a dictatorship for a time after a series of mil-
itary victories. The success of one general provided
an example to other ambitious military figures.
The unequal distribution of wealth and land meant
there were always plenty of men willing to serve in
the armies of ambitious generals. The Senate in
Rome no longer really controlled Roman armies.

By the middle of the first century B.C.E., two gen-
erals were contending for domination, Gnaeus Pom-
pey (10648 B.c.E.) and Julius Caesar (100-44 B.C.E.).
Pompey had won fame by ridding the Mediter-

ranean of pirates. Somewhat later, Caesar conquered
most of Gaul. For a time they tried to share political
influence, but by 49 s.c.k. all cooperation had
ceased. In that year Caesar, his career and life in
jeopardy, defied the Roman Senate by leading his
army out of his province across the Rubicon River
(see Map I-6). In the civil war that followed, Caesar
defeated the forces of Pompey and the Senate. Until
his assassination in 44 B.C.E., Caesar virtually gov-
erned Rome alone. After his death, his nephew Oc-
tavian (63 B.C.E—C.E. 14) rallied Caesar’s forces. By 31
B.C.E., after years of ruthless civil war, Octavian
emerged victorious at the naval battle of Actium. At
the age of thirty-two, Octavian stood as the absolute
master of the Mediterranean world.

THE PRINCIPATE AND THE EMPIRE

Octavian was well aware of the fate of his uncle. He
knew that it was dangerous to flaunt unprecedented
powers and to disregard all republican tradition. He
created a political structure that had republican
trappings and the appearance of sharing power with
the Senate and the people of Rome. Yet in reality the
government of Octavian, like that of his successors,
was a monarchy. Octavian was simply called by the
unofficial title of “first citizen,” which in Latin is
princeps. The Senate also heaped upon him other
important political powers and honors. Among
them was the semireligious title “Augustus,”
which carried implications of veneration, majesty,
and holiness. From this time on, historians speak of
Rome’s first emperor as Augustus and of his regime
as the Principate. The union of political and mili-
tary power in the hands of the princeps made it pos-
sible for him to install rational, efficient, and stable
government in the provinces for the first time.

The Augustan period was one of great prosperity.
Augustus had brought in the wealth by the conquest
of Egypt during the civil wars (see Map I-7). The
great increase in commerce and industry made possi-
ble general peace and a vast program of public works.
Finally, there was a strong return to successful small
farming on the part of Augustus’s resettled veterans.

The high point of Roman culture came in the
last century of the republic and during the Princi-
pate of Augustus. The towering literary figure of
the late republic was Cicero (106-43 B.C.E.); who
delivered his famous orations in the law courts and
in the Senate. Together with a considerable body of
his private letters, these orations provide us with a
clearer and fuller insight into his mind than into
that of any other figure in antiquity. He also
wrote treatises on rhetoric, ethics, and politics
that put Greek philosophical ideas into Latin ter-
minology and at the same time changed them to
suit Roman conditions and values. He believed in a
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of the civil wars of the late republic.

world governed by divine and natural law that
human reason could perceive and human institu-
tions reflect. His literary style, as well as his values
and ideas, was an important legacy for the Middle
Ages and, as reinterpreted, for the Renaissance.
Whereas Cicero was the last great voice of the
republic, Vergil (70-19 B.C.E.) was the most impor-
tant of the Augustan poets. Vergil’s greatest work
is the Aeneid, a long national epic. He glorified the
civic greatness represented by Augustus and the
peace and prosperity that he had brought to Rome.
The central problem for Augustus’s successors
was the position of the ruler and his relationship to
the ruled. Augustus tried to cloak the monarchical
nature of his government, but his successors soon
abandoned all pretense. The rulers came to be called
imperator—from which comes our word emperor—

as well as Caesar. The latter title signified connec-
tion with the imperial house; the former indicated
the military power on which everything was based.
Because Augustus ostensibly was only the “first cit-
izen” of a restored republic and his powers theoreti-
cally were voted him by the Senate and the people,
he could not legally name his successor. He plainly
designated his heirs, however, by lavishing favors on
them and by giving them a share in the imperial
power and responsibility.

The genius of the Augustan settlement lay in its
capacity to enlist the active cooperation of the
upper classes and their effective organ, the Senate.
The election of magistrates was taken from the as-
semblies and given to the Senate, which became
the major center for legislation and also exercised
important judicial functions. Some emperors, like
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Vespasian, took pains to maintain, increase, and
display the prestige and dignity of the Senate; oth-
ers, like Caligula, Nero, and Domitian, degraded
the Senate and paraded their own despotic power,
but from the first the Senate’s powers were illusory.
Its true function was to be a legislative and admin-
istrative extension of the emperor’s rule.

The provinces flourished economically and gen-
erally accepted Roman rule easily (see Map [-7). In
the eastern provinces, the emperor was worshiped
as a god, and even in Italy most emperors were dei-
fied after death as long as the imperial cult estab-
lished by Augustus continued. Imperial policy was
usually a happy combination of an attempt to
unify the empire and its various peoples with a re-
spect for local customs and differences. Roman citi-
zenship was spread ever more widely, and by c.. 212
almost every inhabitant of the empire was a citi-
zen. Latin became the language of the western
provinces. Although the east remained essentially
Greek in language and culture, even it adopted
many aspects of Roman life.

The army played an important role in the spread
of Roman culture and the spiritual unification of
the empire. The legionnaires married local women
and frequently settled in the province of their ser-
vice when their term was over.

From an administrative and cultural standpoint,
the empire was a collection of cities and towns and
had little to do with the countryside. Roman poli-
cy during the Principate was to raise urban centers
to the status of Roman municipalities with the
rights and privileges attached to them. A typical
municipal charter left much responsibility in the
hands of local councils and magistrates elected
from the local aristocracy. Moreover, the holding
of a magistracy, and later a seat on the council, car-
ried Roman citizenship with it. Therefore, the Ro-

A panel from the Ara Pacis (Altar of
Peace). The altar was dedicated in
9 8.c.E. It was part of a propaganda
campaign—involving poetry,
architecture, myth, and history—
that Augustus undertook to
promote himself as the savior of
Rome and the restorer of peace.
This panel shows the goddess
Earth and her children with cattle,
sheep, and other symbols of
agricultural wealth. Nimatallah/Are
Resource, NY
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A bust of Julius Caesar. Museo Archeologico Nazionale, Naples,
Italy. Copyright Scala/Art Resouice, NY

mans enlisted the upper classes of the provinces in
their own government, spread Roman law and cul-
ture, and won the loyalty of the influential people.

Seen from the harsh perspective of human history,
the first two centuries of the Roman Empire deserve
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their reputation as a “golden age.” By the second
century, however, troubles had arisen that foreshad-
owed the difficult times ahead. The literary efforts of
the time reveal a flight from the present, reality, and
the public realm to the past, romance, and private
pursuits. Some of the same aspects may be seen in
everyday life, especially in the decline of vitality in
local government. (See “Juvenal on Life in Rome."”)

In the first century, members of the upper class-
es vied with one another for election to municipal
office and for the honor of doing service to their
communities. By the second century, much of
their zeal had disappeared. It became necessary for
the emperors to intervene to correct abuses in
local affairs and even to force unwilling members
of the ruling classes to accept public office. The re-
luctance to serve was caused largely by the imperi-
al practice of holding magistrates and councilmen

personally and collectively responsible for the rev-
enues due. There were even some instances of
magistrates fleeing to avoid their offices, a practice
that became widespread in later centuries.

All of these difficulties reflected the presence of
more basic problems. The prosperity brought by
the end of civil war and the influx of wealth from
the East, especially Egypt, could not sustain itself
beyond the first half of the second century. There
also appears to have been a decline in population
for reasons that remain mysterious. The cost of
government kept rising as the emperors were re-
quired (1) to maintain a costly standing army, (2} to
keep the people in Rome happy with subsidized
food and public entertainment (“bread and circus-
es”], (3) to pay an increasingly numerous bureau-
cracy, and (4) to wage expensive wars to defend the
frontiers against dangerous and determined barbar-

JUVENAL ON LIFE IN ROME
— X\ —

The satirical poet Juvenal lived and worked in Rome in the late first and early sec-
ond centuries c.k. His poems present a vivid picture of the material and cultural
world of the Romans of his time. In the following passages, he tells of the discom-
forts and dangers of life in the city, both indoors and out.

» According to Juvenal, what dangers awaited pedestrians in the Rome of his day?
Who had responsibility for the condition of Rome? If the situation was as bad as he
says, why was nothing done about it! Why did people choose to live in Rome at all
and especially in the conditions he describes?

Who, in Praeneste’s cool, or the wooded
Volsinian uplands,

Who, on Tivoli's heights, or a small town like
Gabii, say, '

Fears the collapse of his house? But Rome is
supported on pipestems,

Matchsticks; it’s cheaper, so, for the landlord to
shore up his ruins,

Patch up the old cracked walls, and notify all
the tenants

They can sleep secure, though the beams are in
ruins above them.

No, the place to live is out there, where no cry
of Fire!

Sounds the alarm of the night, with a neighbor
yelling for water,

Moving his chattels and goods, and the whole
third story is smoking.

Look at other things, the various dangers of
nighttime.

How high it is to the cornice that breaks, and a
chunk beats my brains out,

Or some slob heaves a jar, broken or cracked,
from a window.

Bang! It comes down with a crash and proves
its weight on the sidewalk.

You are a thoughtless fool, unmindful of sudden
disaster,

If you don’t make your will before you go out to
have dinner.

There are as many deaths in the night as there
are open windows

Where you pass by; if you're wise, you will
pray, in your wretched devotions,

People may be content with no more than
emptying slop jars.

From Juvenal, The Satires of fuvenal, trans. by Rolfe Humphries (Bloomington, TN Indiana University Press, 1958], pp. 40, 43




ian enemies. The ever-increasing need for money
compelled the emperors to raise taxes, to press
hard on their subjects, and to bring on inflation by
debasing the coinage. These elements were to
bring on the desperate crises that ultimately de-
stroyed the empire.

CHRISTIANITY

The peace, stability, and prosperity of the first two
centuries of the Roman Empire provided essential
conditions for the rise of Christianity as one of the
world’s great religions and as the single most im-
portant cultural force in the future of Western civ-
ilization. Despite certain problems in regard to the
historical character of the Gospels, there is no rea-
son to doubt that Jesus was born in the province of
Judaea in the time of Augustus and that he was a
most effective teacher in the tradition of the Jew-
ish prophets. Jesus had success and won a consider-
able following, especially among the poor. This
success caused much suspicion among the upper
classes, His message of love, charity, and humility,
as seen in the Sermon on the Mount, and his criti-
cism of the current Jewish religious practices pro-
voked hostility within the religious establishment.

Jesus was put to death by Roman soldiers in
Jerusalem probably in c.E. 30. His followers believed
that he was resurrected on the third day after his
death, and that belief became a critical element in
the religion that they propagated throughout the
Roman Empire and beyond. Through the early mis-
sionary work of Paul of Tarsus, the Christian faith
was carried beyond the area of Palestine to virtually
all the eastern Mediterranean world and to Rome it-
self. Christianity had its greatest success in the
cities and among the poor and uneducated. (See
“Mark Describes the Resurrection of Jesus.”)

The future of Christianity depended on its com-
munities finding an organization that would pre-
serve unity within the group and help protect it
against enemies outside. At first, the churches had
little formal organization. By the second century
C.E., however, the Christians of each city tended to
accept the authority and leadership of a bishop. In
time, bishops extended their authority over the
Christian communities in outlying towns and the
countryside. The power and authority of the bish-
ops were soon enhanced by the doctrine of Apos-
tolic Succession, which asserted that the powers
that Jesus had given his original disciples were
passed on from bishop to bishop by erdination.

The new faith soon incurred the distrust of the
pagan world and of the imperial government, but
in the first two centuries there was comparatively
little official persecution. Division within the
Christian church during these years was a greater
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threat. The great majority of Christians held to
what even then were traditional, simple, conserva-
tive beliefs. This body of majority opinion and the
Church that enshrined it came to be called
Catholic, which means “universal.” Its doctrines
were deemed orthodox, whereas those holding
contrary opinions were deemed heretics.

By the end of the second century, an orthodox
canon had been shaped that included the Old Tes-
tament, the Gospels, and the Epistles of Paul,
among other writings. The orthodox declared the
Church itself to be the depository of Christian
teaching and the bishops to be its receivers. They
also drew up creeds, brief statements of faith to
which true Christians should adhere.

By the end of the second century, an orthodox
Christian—that is, a member of the Catholic
church—was required to accept its creed, its canon
of holy writings, and the authority of the bishops.
During this same time, the Church in Rome and
its bishop came to have special prominence; by
C.E. 200, Rome was the most important center of
Christianity.

DECLINE AND FALL OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE

By the time that the Christian religion had firmly
established itself, the Roman Empire had entered a
period of turmoil and instability known as the
“crisis of the third century.” There were massive
external pressures on Rome’s frontiers. The Per-
sians pressed from the east and German tribes en-
dangered the frontiers on the west and north. As

A mosaic from Carthage illustrating aspects of life on the
manorial estate of a certain Julian in the province of Africa.
His housing, provisions, and entertainment appear to have
been opulent. Social boundaries hardened in the late
empire, and large fortified estates like this increasingly
dominated social and economic life.  Musée Nationale du Bardo






