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It is perhaps the nearest approach we can make towards any thing like a 

definition of what is most striking in the characteristics of the women of 

England, to say, that the nature of their domestic circumstances is such as to 

invest their characters with the threefold recommendation of promptitude in 

action, energy of thought, and benevolence of feeling. With all the 

responsibilities of family comfort and social enjoyment resting upon them, and 

unaided by those troops of menials who throng the halls of the affluent and 

the great, they are kept alive to the necessity of making their own personal 

exertions conducive to the great end of promoting the happiness of those 

around them. They cannot sink into supineness, or suffer any of their daily 

duties to be neglected, but some beloved member of the household is made to 

feel the consequences, by enduring inconveniences which it is alike their pride 

and their pleasure to remove. The frequently recurring avocations of domestic 

life admit of no delay. When the performance of any kindly office has to be 

asked for, solicited, and re-solicited, it loses more than half its charm. … 

 

Much more congenial to the highest attributes of woman’s character, are 

inquiries such as these: “How shall I endeavor through this day to turn the 

time, the health, and the means permitted to me to enjoy, to the best account? 

– Is any one sick? I must visit their chamber without delay, and try to give 

their apartment an air of comfort, by arranging such things as the wearied 

nurse may not have thought of. Is any one about to set off on a journey? I 

must see that the early meal is spread, or prepare it with my own hands, in 

order that the servant, who was working last night, may profit by unbroken 

rest. Did I fail in what was kind or considerate to any of the family yesterday? 

I will meet her this morning with a cordial welcome, and show, in the most 

delicate way I can, that I am anxious to atone for the past. Was any one 

exhausted by the last day’s exertion? I will be an hour before them this 

morning, and let them see that their labor is so much in advance. Or, if 

nothing extraordinary occurs to claim my attention, I will meet the family with 

a consciousness that, being the least engaged of any member of it, I am 

consequently the most at liberty to devote myself to the general good of the 

whole, by cultivating cheerful conversation, adapting myself to the prevailing 

tone of feeling, and leading those who are least happy, to think and speak of 

what will make them more so. … 

 

In short, the customs of English society have so constituted women the 

guardians of the comfort of their homes, that, like the Vestals of old, they 



cannot allow the lamp they cherish to be extinguished, or to fail for want of 

oil, without an equal share of degradation attaching to their names. … In 

England there is a kind of science of good household management, which, if it 

consisted merely in keeping the house respectable in its physical character, 

might be left to the effectual working out of hired hands; but, happily for the 

women of England, there is a philosophy in this science, by which all their 

highest and best feelings are called into exercise. Not only must the house be 

neat and clean, but it must be so ordered as to suit the tastes of all, as far as 

may be, without annoyance or offense to any. Not only must a constant 

system of activity be established, but peace must be preserved, or happiness 

will be destroyed. Not only must elegance be called in, to adorn and beautify 

the whole, but strict integrity must be maintained by the minutest calculation 

as to lawful means, and self, and self-gratification, must be made the yielding 

point in every disputed case. Not only must an appearance of outward order 

and comfort be kept up, but around every domestic scene there must be a 

strong wall of confidence, which no internal suspicion can undermine, no 

external enemy break through. 
 


