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THE CARLSBAD DECREES

PROVISIONAL DECREE RELATING TO THE UNIVERSITIES, UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED SEPTEMBER 20, 1819

1. A special representative of the ruler of each state shall be appointed for each university, with appropriate instructions and
extended powers, and shall reside in the place where the university is situated. This office may devolve upon the existing
curator or upon any other individual whom the government may deem qualified.

The function of this agent shall be to see to the strictest enforcement of existing laws and disciplinary regulations; to
observe carefully the spirit which is shown by the instructors in the university in their public lectures and regular courses, and,
without directly interfering in scientific matters or in the methods of teaching, to give a salutary direction to the instruction,
having in view the future attitude of the students. Lastly, he shall devote unceasing attention to everything that may promote
morality, good order, and outward propriety among the students ....

2. The confederated governments mutually pledge themselves to remove from the universities or other public educational
institutions all teachers who, by obvious deviation from their duty, or by exceeding the limits of their functions, or by the
abuse of their legitimate influence over the youthful minds, or by propagating harmful doctrines hostile to public order or
subversive of existing governmental institutions, shall have unmistakably proved their unfitness for the important office
intrusted to them ....

No teacher who shall have been removed in this manner shall be again appointed to a position in any public institution of
learning in another state of the union.

3. Those laws which have for a long period been directed against secret and unauthorized societies in the universities shall
be strictly enforced. These laws apply especially to that association established some years since under the name Universal
Students' Union (Allgemeine Burschenschafi), since the very conception of the society implies the utterly unallowable plan of
permanent fellowship and constant communication between the various universities. The duty of especial watchfulness in this
matter should be impressed upon the special agents of the government.

The governments mutually agree that such persons as shall hereafter be shown to have remained in secret or unauthorized
associations, or shall have entered such associations, shall not be admitted to any public office.

4. No student who shall be expelled from a university by a decision of the university senate which was ratified or prompted
by the agent of the government, or who shall have left the institution in order to escape expulsion shall be received in any
other university ...

Press Law
I. So long as this decree shall remain in force no publication which appears in the form of daily issues, or as a serial not

exceeding twenty sheets of printed matter, shall go to press in any state of the union without the previous knowledge and
approval of the state officials.

Writings which do not belong to one of the above-mentioned classes shall be treated according to the laws now in force, or
which may be enacted, in the individual states of the union ...

4. Each state of the union is responsible, not only to the state against which the offense is directly committed, but to the
whole Confederation, for every publication appearing under its supervision in which the honor or security of other states is
infringed or their constitution or administration attacked ....

6. The Diet shall have the right, moreover, to suppress on its own authority, without being petitioned, such writings
included in Article I, in whatever German state they may appear, as, in the opinion of a commission appointed by it, are
inimical to the honor of the union, the safety of individual states, or the maintenance of peace and quiet in Germany. There
shall be no appeal from such decisions, and the governments involved are bound to see that they are put into execution ....

7. When a newspaper or periodical is suppressed by a decision of the Diet, the editor thereof may not within a period of
five years edit a similar publication in any state of the union.

Establishment of an investigating Committee at Mayence
1. Within a fortnight, reckoned from the passage of this decree, there shall convene, under the auspices of the

Confederation, in the city and federal fortress of Mayence, an extraordinary commission of investigation to consist of seven
members, including the chairman.

2. The object of the commission shall be a joint investigation, as thorough and extensive as possible, of the facts relating to
the origin and manifold ramifications of the revolutionary plots and demagogical associations directed against the existing
constitution and the internal peace both of the union and of the individual states; of the existence of which plots more or less
clear evidence is to be had already, or may be produced in the course of the investigation ....

10. The central investigating commission is to furnish the Diet from time to time with a report of the results of the
investigation, which is to be carried out as speedily as possible ....
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THE CHARTIST CIRCULAR, 5 October 1839

Being an Outline of an Act to provide for the just Representation of the People of Great Britain and Ireland in the
Commons' House of Parliament: embracing the Principles of Universal Suffrage, no Property Qualification, Annual
Parliaments, Equal Representation, Payment of Members, and Vote by Ballot.

Prepared by a Committee of twelve persons, six members of Parliament and six members of the London Working
Men's Association, and addressed to the People of the United Kingdom.

An Act to provide for the just Representation of the People of Great Britain and Ireland, in the Commons' House
of Parliament.

Whereas to insure, in as far as it is best possible by human forethought and wisdom, the just government of the
people, it is necessary to subject those who have the power of making the laws, to a wholesome and strict responsibility
to those whose duty it is to obey them when made:

And, whereas, this responsibility is best enforced through the instrumentality of a body which emanates directly
from, and is itself immediately subject to, the whole people, and which completely represents their feelings and their
interests:

And, whereas, as the Common's House of Parliament now exercises in the name and on the supposed behalf of
the people, the power of making the laws, it ought, in order to fulfil with wisdom and with honesty the great duties
imposed in it, to be made the faithful and accurate representation of the people's wishes, feelings and interests.

Be it therefore Enacted,

1. That from and after the passing of this Act, every male inhabitant of these realms be entitled to vote for the
election of a Member of Parliament, subject however to the following conditions.

2. That he be a native of these realms, or a foreigner who has lived in this country upwards of two years, and
been naturalised.

3. That he be twenty-one years of age.
4. That he be not proved insane when the list of voters are revised.
5. That he be not convicted of felony within six months from and after the passing of this Act.
6. That his electoral rights be not suspended for bribery at elections, or for personation, or for forgery of election

certificates, according to the penalties of this Act ...

Electoral Districts

I. Be it enacted, that for the purpose of obtaining an equal representation of the people in the Commons' House
of Parliament, the United Kingdom be divided into 300 electoral districts.

II. That each such district contain, as nearly as may be, an equal number of inhabitants.
III. That the number of inhabitants be taken from the last census, and as soon as possible after the next ensuing

decennial census shall have been taken, the electoral districts be made to conform thereto.
IV. That each electoral district be named after the principal city or borough within its limits.
V. That each electoral district return one representative to sit in the Commons' House of Parliament, and no

more...

Returning Officer and his Duties

I-III [Returning officers to be elected for each electoral district every three years.]

Arrangement for Nominations

I. Be it enacted, that for the purpose of guarding against too great a number of candidates, who might otherwise
be heedlessly proposed, as well as for giving time for the electors to enquire into the merits of the persons who
may be nominated for Members of Parliament, as well as for returning officers, that all nominations be taken
as herinafter directed.

II. That for all general elections of Members of Parliament, a requisition of the following form, signed by at least
one hundred qualified electors of the district, be delivered to the returning officer of the district between the
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1st and l Oth day of May in each year; and that such requisition constitute the nomination of such person as a
candidate for the district ....

XI. that no other qualification shall be required for members to serve in the Commons' House of Parliament,
than the choice of the electors ...

Arrangement of Elections

I-VI [Election of MPs to take place annually in June; electors to vote only in the district in which they are
registered' voting to be by secret ballot.]

Duration of Parliament

I. Be it enacted, that Members of the House of Commons chosen as aforesaid, shall meet on the first
Monday in June in each year, and continue their sittings from time to time as they may deem it
convenient, till the first Monday in June the following, when the next new Parliament is to be chosen: they
shall be eligible to be re-elected.

II. That during an adjournment, they be liable to be called together by the executive, in cases of emergency.
III. That a register be kept of the daily attendance of each member, which at the close of the session shall be

printed as a sessional paper, showing how the members have attended ....

Payment of Members

I. Be it enacted, that every Member of the House of Commons by entitles, at the close of the session, to a
writ of expenses on the Treasury, for his legislative duties in the public service, and shall be paid £500 per
annum.
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